H.C.R. No. 88

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, The Texas Legislature is proud to congratulate the Texas Audubon Society on its 100th anniversary and joins with citizens throughout the Lone Star State in the celebration of Texas Audubon Society Day in Texas on March 5, 1999; and


WHEREAS, In 1837 John James Audubon visited Texas, accompanied by his son, John, who made the first known sketch of the village of Galveston with his camera lucida; Audubon recognized Texas as one of the best ornithological observation points on the continent and estimated that more than two‑thirds of existing species of birds could be found here; and


WHEREAS, The first Audubon Society in the state was established on March 4, 1899, in Galveston, under the able leadership of Estelle C. Hertford and Cecile Seixas; the activities of the young organization temporarily ceased in the wake of the hurricane that devastated Galveston on September 8, 1900, but in April 1903 in La Porte a second Audubon Society, led by Millie Eva Lamb and Hope Terhune, was organized; and


WHEREAS, Captain Mervyn Bathurst Davis, a highly respected journalist, was chosen as the leader of the Audubon movement in Texas in late 1904, and within a year he had successfully expanded the society into 14 chapters and nearly 800 members; later Captain Davis served as a salaried state field agent for the society and became known as the "genius of Audubon work in Texas"; and


WHEREAS, Today, the Texas Audubon Society is the largest conservation organization in Texas, comprising 20 chapters, 40,000 household members, and 14,000 acres of land; and


WHEREAS, Birdwatching is now the fastest growing outdoor recreational activity in Texas and birders contribute approximately $35 million to local economies, with more than half that amount generated by out‑of‑state tourists; approximately 75 percent of all bird species in this country make homes in Texas, which has become the number one birdwatching destination in the United States; and


WHEREAS, The Texas Audubon Society enjoys mutually beneficial partnerships with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, the General Land Office, private citizens, landholders, conservation groups, businesses, and communities; these collaborations have resulted in the creation of the Great Texas Birding Trail and more than 14,000 acres of sanctuaries throughout the state; and


WHEREAS, Working in tandem, the Texas Audubon and Houston Audubon societies oversee three nationally significant preserves:  Sabal Palm Sanctuary, which houses the last remnant of original native Sabal Palm forest in the state; Green Island, the first Audubon bird sanctuary, which includes more than 11,000 acres of coastal islands stretching nearly the entire length of the Gulf Coast; and High Island, a vital "fall out" location for migratory birds; and


WHEREAS, Nature lovers from Texas as well as other states and countries are beneficiaries of the Texas Audubon Society's continuing dedication to preserving the abundant wildlife that flourishes in our state, and it is indeed appropriate that this noteworthy organization be commended for its efforts; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives and the Senate of the 76th Texas Legislature hereby recognize March 5, 1999, as Texas Audubon Society Day in Texas and extend warmest best wishes to the organization's administrators, staff, volunteers, and friends for many more years of continued success; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for the Texas Audubon Society as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives and Senate. 
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_______________________________     _______________________________

    President of the Senate              Speaker of the House


I certify that H.C.R. No. 88 was adopted by the House on March 1, 1999, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House


I certify that H.C.R. No. 88 was adopted by the Senate on April 26, 1999, by a viva‑voce vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:  _____________________

                   Date

           _____________________

                 Governor

