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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, The preservation of the history of Texas must remain a priority if the long and noble story of this state is to be meaningful for future generations; and


WHEREAS, One fine effort to that end is the work of the Ranger Historical Preservation Society to protect the frontier heritage of the remarkable Lone Star town for which that organization is named; and


WHEREAS, The Ranger Historical Preservation Society has implemented a number of innovative and explanatory exhibits to showcase the area's history, from museums to outdoor festivals and reenactments; and


WHEREAS, The centerpiece of their efforts is the J. H. McCleskey No. 1 Oil Well, designated as a State Archeological Landmark; the McCleskey No. 1 was the well that ushered in the Ranger oil boom of 1917 and contributed greatly to ending the chronic oil shortages during World War I, allowing the Allies to "float to victory on a wave of oil"; and


WHEREAS, The city itself was founded in the late 1800s and named for a Texas Rangers' encampment nestled in a valley in northeastern Eastland County; its economy was largely based on ranching and farming; and


WHEREAS, On October 17, 1917, a crew of roughnecks and drillers hit paydirt when a well on J. H. McCleskey's farm came in as a gusher and brought about the development of the important Ranger oil field; soon the city's name was familiar to people from Texas to Washington, D.C., and even across to warring Europe where the "Texas tea" was so desperately needed; and


WHEREAS, The Ranger preservationists are dedicated to saving this important piece of history; though a reconstructed derrick at the site was destroyed by a tornado in 1998, the group is committed to rebuilding it and has recently bought another 38 acres to expand and further develop the site as a living history exhibit; and


WHEREAS, The completion of this project will be yet more proof of the commendable work being accomplished by the Ranger Historical Preservation Society, and it is indeed a pleasure to recognize the society and its enthusiastic members at this time; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the 76th Legislature of the State of Texas hereby commend the members of the Ranger Historical Preservation Society for their commitment to Texas history and extend to them warm best wishes for great success and happiness in the future; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for the society as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives and Senate. 

