H.R. No. 728

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, The recent passing of Margaret M. Looney on April 14,  1999, at the age of 89, has brought a great loss to the family and friends of this beloved woman; and


WHEREAS, An Edinburg resident since the age of three, Mrs. Looney graduated from The University of Texas at Austin with a degree in business, and in 1933 she married Edinburg lawyer J. C. Looney, with whom she enjoyed a loving partnership until his passing in 1977; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Looney was a businesswoman and public leader in Edinburg, and her dedication to the community was evidenced by her active involvement; she was the president of the Edinburg Improvement Association, a founding member and past president of the Edinburg Junior Service League, and an organizer and board member of the Hidalgo County Historical Museum; and


WHEREAS, A valuable asset to the community, this exemplary woman furthered her civic accomplishments as a member of the Edinburg Library Board, the Pan American Round Table, the P.E.O. Sisterhood‑Chapter DM, the Delta Delta Delta Sorority, the Hidalgo County Cotillion Club Board, the Edinburg Hospital Auxiliary, and Trinity Episcopal Church in Pharr; and


WHEREAS, In conjunction with her husband's political career as Hidalgo County judge and Democratic chairman, Mrs. Looney attended a number of Democratic conventions as a Hidalgo County delegate, and she attended national conventions in 1960 and 1964 and was an organizer of the Women for Kennedy and Johnson during the 1960s; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Looney's profound impact on the people of Edinburg was acknowledged with a variety of accolades and honors bestowed to her, including the University of Texas‑Pan American Founders Day Award, the Mr. and Mrs. Edinburg Award that she and her husband received in 1969, and the designation that the Children's Wing of the Edinburg Library be named in her memory; in 1964, the J. C. and Myrtle Looney Scholarship was established at Vanderbilt University through the generous support of Mrs. Looney and her nephew, the Honorable James Cullen Looney; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Margaret M. Looney found great pleasure in learning and celebrating the history of Edinburg and the surrounding areas, and her proud community spirit and rare devotion will long be missed, though the memories of her unique character will surely prevail in the hearts and minds of all those who knew and loved her; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 76th Texas Legislature hereby pay tribute to the life of Margaret M. Looney and extend sincere sympathy to the members of her family:  to her daughters and sons‑in‑law, Margaret Looney McAllen and Robert McAllen and D'Ette Looney Fowlkes and Clegg Fowlkes; to her son and daughter‑in‑law, Cullen R. Looney and Carol Lynn Looney; to her grandchildren, Cullen Ashley McAllen, Melanie McAllen Heartfield and her husband, Thad Heartfield, Robert Lowry McAllen, Geoffrey Owen McAllen, Preston Looney Fowlkes, John Montgomery Fowlkes, Patrick Kelley Fowlkes, Lorin Looney Runnels and her husband, Forrest Runnels, William Kelley Looney, and Courtney Lynn Looney; to her great‑grandchildren, Hannah Grace Heartfield, Claire Heartfield, Bailey Heartfield, and Matthew McAllen; and to the many other relatives and friends of this esteemed woman; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for the members of her family and that when the Texas House of Representatives adjourns this day, it do so in memory of Margaret M. Looney. 

Hinojosa

                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 728 was unanimously adopted by a rising vote of the House on May 8, 1999. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

