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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the establishment of local or regional juvenile justice information systems.


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Chapter 58, Family Code, is amended by adding Subchapter C to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C.  LOCAL AND REGIONAL JUVENILE

JUSTICE INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Sec. 58.201.  DEFINITIONS.  In this subchapter:


(1)  "Local juvenile justice information system" or "regional juvenile justice information system" means a local or regional computerized database concerning children, with data entry and access by the partner agencies that are required to be members and by partner agencies that have applied to the county juvenile board or regional juvenile board committee for membership and have been approved as members of the system.


(2)  "Partner agency" means an organization, agency, or service organization which is either required to be a member of a local or regional juvenile justice information system or who may be a member of such system if membership is approved by the county juvenile board or the regional juvenile board committee.


(3)  "Regional juvenile board committee" means a committee established for a regional or local juvenile justice information system, consisting of two members from each county juvenile board in the region, which shall fulfill the duties of a county juvenile board in considering the approval of partner agencies for membership in the regional juvenile justice information system.

Sec. 58.202.  LOCAL AND REGIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE INFORMATION SYSTEMS.  (a)  Juvenile justice agencies in a county or region of this state may combine to create and maintain a local or regional juvenile justice information system that shall be used to aid in processing the cases of children under this code, to facilitate the delivery of services to children in the juvenile justice system, and to aid in the early identification of at‑risk children and that may include the following components and information:


(1)  case management for juvenile courts, juvenile probation officers, prosecuting attorneys, and county juvenile departments;


(2)  directories of service providers and indexes of agencies providing services to children; and


(3)  reporting systems to fulfill statutory requirements for reporting in the juvenile justice system.

(b)  A local or regional juvenile justice information system must contain the following information:


(1)  identifying information concerning juveniles, including but not limited to:


(2)

(c)  A local or regional juvenile justice information system may contain the following information:


(1)


(2)

Sec. 58.203.  PURPOSE OF SYSTEM.  (a)  The purpose of a local or regional juvenile justice information system is to provide:


(1)  accurate information at the county or regional level relating to children who come into contact with the juvenile justice system and to at‑risk children in danger of entering the juvenile justice system;


(2)  assistance in the development and delivery of services to children in the juvenile justice system and to at‑risk children;


(3)  for an efficient transmittal of juvenile records from justice and municipal courts to county juvenile departments and juvenile courts and from county juvenile departments and juvenile courts to the statewide juvenile justice information system created by Subchapter B;


(4)  efficient computerized case management to juvenile courts, county juvenile departments, and partner agencies authorized by this subchapter;


(5)  a directory of services available to children to the partner agencies to speed the delivery of services to children;


(6)  an efficient means for justice and municipal courts to report adjudications and dispositions of juveniles to juvenile courts as required by Section 51.08; and


(7)  a method for agencies to fulfill their duties under Section 58.108, including electronic transmission of information required to be sent to the Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas by Section 58.110(f).

(b)  A local or regional juvenile justice information system may be used by justice and municipal courts to report adjudications and dispositions of cases involving juveniles to juvenile courts as required by Section 51.08.

Sec. 58.204.  PARTNER AGENCIES.  (a)  A local or regional juvenile justice information system shall include the following partner agencies:


(1)  the juvenile court;


(2)  justice and municipal courts that process juvenile cases;


(3)  the county juvenile department;


(4)  the office of the prosecuting attorney;


(5)  the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services;


(6)  law enforcement agencies; and


(7)  governmental placement facilities.

(b)  A local or regional juvenile justice information system may include the following partner agencies:


(1)  nongovernmental placement facilities;


(2)  nongovernmental community service providers;


(3)  private agencies providing services to children under a contract or a court order;


(4)  a court‑appointed volunteer advocate charitable organization authorized by Section 107.031; and


(5)  each school district in the county or region the local or regional juvenile justice information system serves.

Sec. 58.205.  ACCESS TO INFORMATION.  (a)  Each partner agency in a local or regional juvenile justice information system shall have access to data contained in the system based on the authorization level of that agency.

(b)  Authorization levels shall be as follows:


(1)  Level 1:  full system access to all data contained in the system;


(2)  Level 2:


(3)  Level 3:

(c)  Partner agencies shall have access at the following levels:


(1)  Level 1:



(A)  the juvenile court;



(B)  justice and municipal courts that process juvenile cases;



(C)  the county juvenile department;



(D)  the office of the prosecuting attorney;



(E)  the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services;



(F)  law enforcement agencies; and



(G)  governmental placement facilities.


(2)  Level 2:



(A)



(B)


(3)  Level 3:



(A)  




(B)  


SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1999.


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

