
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 212
In Memory
of
Joe Madison Kilgore

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas joins the citizens

of Austin and political leaders across the country in mourning the

loss of Joe Madison Kilgore, who died February 10, 1999, at the age

of 80; and


WHEREAS, Born in Brown County to William Henry Kilgore

and Myrtle Armstrong Kilgore, Joe Kilgore grew up in the Rio Grande

Valley and graduated from The University of Texas at Austin and

The University of Texas School of Law; and


WHEREAS, A man of great stature who was hailed as a hero

for his patriotism and courage, Mr. Kilgore served in the

United States Army Air Corps during World War II and flew

dozens of missions in B‑24 bombers in the Mediterranean; he

was awarded the Silver Star and Distinguished Flying Cross;

he was a lieutenant colonel at the end of the war and rose to

the rank of major general in the Air Force Reserve; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Kilgore married Jane Redman in 1945 and

practiced law in Edinburg after the war; he served in the

Texas House of Representatives before his election to the

United States House of Representatives in 1954; after leaving

public office, he joined the law firm of McGinnis, Lochridge,

and Kilgore; and


WHEREAS, An exemplary and distinguished gentleman, Joe Kilgore

was beloved and respected for his high principles and ethics and

for his many accomplishments; he continued throughout his life

to be a mentor and close friend to some of our country's highest

public officials; United States Representative Jake Pickle was

his friend for 65 years, and others who were close to him

include Governor Allan Shivers, Governor John Connally,

Governor Dolph Briscoe, President Lyndon Johnson, and

Senator Lloyd Bentsen; and


WHEREAS, As a community leader, Mr. Kilgore made many

contributions to our state and to its citizens; he served as a

regent of The University of Texas System from 1967 to 1973, was

named a Distinguished University of Texas Alumnus in 1982, and

was named Austin's Distinguished Citizen in 1987; and


WHEREAS, A man of great integrity, strength, and generosity,

he gave unselfishly of his time to others, and his wisdom, warmth,

and valued counsel will not be forgotten by those who knew him; and


WHEREAS, Joe Kilgore was a devoted husband, father, and

grandfather, who lived his life to the fullest, and he leaves

behind memories that will be treasured forever by his family

and many friends; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

76th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to

the bereaved family of Joe Madison Kilgore:  his wife,

Jane Redman Kilgore; his sons and daughters‑in‑law,

Mark H. and Cilia Kilgore, Dean M. and Sydney Kilgore,

William M. and Mary Lou Kilgore; his daughter and son‑in‑law,

Shannon J. Kilgore and Dr. Louis K. Hine; six grandchildren,

Jane, Emma, Caroline, Gus, Sarah, and Jesse; his brother,

G. A. "Jack" Kilgore and his wife, Kay; and his sister,

Jean Mauldin; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

the members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy

from the Texas Senate, and that when the Senate adjourns this

day, it do so in memory of Joe Madison Kilgore.

Lucio

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on February 15, 1999, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

