S.R. No. 486

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 486

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes pride in

recognizing Dr. Cynthia D. Rivera on her recent induction into

the 1999 El Paso Women's Hall of Fame in the category of health

science; and


WHEREAS, The El Paso Hall of Fame was established in 1985

by the El Paso Commission for Women as an endeavor to provide

recognition for the area's outstanding women and their many

contributions to their community; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Cynthia Rivera is an outstanding community

leader who is noted for her hard work and exceptional

accomplishments in the field of health care; formerly a

laboratory technician, Dr. Rivera decided to attend medical

school while simultaneously raising her four young children;

and


WHEREAS, Dr. Rivera began her medical career as a staff

psychiatrist at the Veterans' Administration Health Care Center

in 1992; she is currently chief of Behavioral Health Service and

has played a major role in the development of a seamless system

of mental health care delivery; she served as chair of the VISN 18

chronically mentally ill work group and was instrumental in

developing a contract to provide long‑term inpatient care services

for far West Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Rivera is a member and has served as president

of the Family Services of El Paso; she is a partner in the

El Paso Chapter of the Susan G. Komen Foundation and has served

as an executive committee board member of the Cancer Consortium

of El Paso; she is currently a board member of the Rio Grande

Cancer Foundation and holds an appointment with Texas Tech

University Health Sciences Center as an assistant professor of

clinical psychiatry; and


WHEREAS, Noted for her stamina and energy, Dr. Rivera has

not only served the El Paso area's veterans, she has also

brought awareness of mental health services and health problems

to the general population; a first‑rate administrator and

community leader, she was selected as the recipient of the

Outstanding Supervisor/Manager Award for 1998 by the El Paso

Forum Executive Association; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Rivera is an exemplary and distinguished lady

whose personal and professional accomplishments are inspirational,

and she is beloved and respected by all who work with her and by

the entire El Paso medical community; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

76th Legislature, hereby commend Dr. Cynthia Rivera on her

outstanding leadership and her dedication to her community and

extend congratulations to her on her induction into the 1999

El Paso Women's Hall of Fame; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

her as an expression of esteem from the Texas Senate.

Shapleigh

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on March 25, 1999.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

