S.R. No. 724

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 724
In Memory
of
Dr. James Preston Parker

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas joins the citizens

of Galveston County in mourning the loss of Dr. James Preston Parker,

who died on January 24, 1999, at the age of 83; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Parker lived his life to the fullest by actively

giving of himself to his family, his patients, the environment, and

the preservation of freedom; and


WHEREAS, For more than 50 years, Dr. Parker practiced general

medicine in La Marque, Texas, where he delivered 5,000 babies; he

encouraged his young patients to receive higher educations and to

"read, read, read," and treated every patient with a gentle respect;

he also used his medical expertise in the 1940s to aid the victims

of the Texas City explosion and the soldiers he cared for as a medic

in World War II; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Parker gave the environment the same love,

respect, and care that he lavished on his patients in a desire to

preserve the Gulf Coast and its flora and fauna so that it could

continue to be a source of beauty and joy for future generations of

people; to achieve this goal, he became a watchdog to monitor

environmentally threatening waste dumps in Harris and Galveston

counties, took aerial photographs of the Texas Coast, and attempted

to raise public awareness about such issues by organizing other

concerned citizens to promote environmental causes; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Parker also promoted a love for nature by

inviting families with children to visit his ranch so that they

could enjoy the freedom of playing and fishing in an expansive,

natural environment; and


WHEREAS, Respect for the United States and the Texas

constitutions also caused Dr. Parker to encourage other people to

become aware of the workings of their government and the proposed

changes that could alter it, handing out several hundred copies of

the Constitution to his patients; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Parker was a devoted husband to his wife, Ruth,

who preceded him in death; he was also preceded in death by his son,

David F. Parker; he was a loving and caring father to his children,

Marianne, Philip, Douglas, and David Parker; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

76th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to the

members of his family:  his daughter, Marianne Powell; his sons,

Philip L. Parker and Douglas B. Parker; and his seven grandchildren

and three great‑grandchildren; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for the

members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy from

the Texas Senate, and that when the Senate adjourns this day, it

do so in memory of Dr. James Preston Parker.

Brown

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 22, 1999, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

