S.R. No. 746

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 746

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes great

pleasure in congratulating Edd Hayes of Humble, Texas, on his

recent selection as a winner in artistic competition by the

Texas State Artist Committee; and


WHEREAS, One of the finalists in the 1998‑1999 Texas State

Artist competition, Edd Hayes has been selected as the winner in

the three‑dimensional category; and


WHEREAS, A remarkably talented and self‑taught sculptor,

Edd Hayes is a native Texan who started sculpting in 1981 and,

in a short span of time, rose to the forefront of American

sculptors; and


WHEREAS, A former rodeo rider who entered the plumbing,

electrical, and construction trades, Edd Hayes first discovered

his inclination to art in 1977 when he was in Oklahoma visiting

the Gilcrease Museum, home to one of the finest western American

art collections in the country; two years later, in 1979, after

studying famed artists and drawing on his knowledge from his rodeo

years, Edd Hayes had his first show, an exhibit of drawings and

paintings; and


WHEREAS, That same year, at the suggestion of a sculptor

friend, Edd Hayes purchased some wax, and two years later, he

picked it up and created his first sculpture, that of a lone cowboy

with a saddle and rigging bag; the edition of 15 bronzes sold out,

launching the brilliant career of a gifted and prolific artist whose

work today is sought after by collectors around the world; and


WHEREAS, Renowned in the art world for his emphasis on

detail, anatomical accuracy, and work that can be enjoyed from

every angle, Edd Hayes has now sculpted nearly all his rodeo

heroes and, in addition to hundreds of table‑sized works, has

produced such monumental works as "The Champ," a 27‑foot‑tall

bronze of Casey Tibbs that stands at the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame

in Colorado Springs and the "Wild and Free," a 150‑foot bronze of

wild horses that graces the entrance to the Astroarena in Houston;

and


WHEREAS, A well‑known figure in the Houston community and

a longtime volunteer for the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo,

Edd Hayes assists in awarding scholarships to young artists and

donates his works of art on behalf of such organizations as the

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the American Cancer Society, and

The Sunshine Kids; and


WHEREAS, Selected as the Featured Sculptor for the

Mid‑America Waterfowl Expo in 1998 in Peoria, Illinois, Mr. Hayes

was recently commissioned to create a life‑size sculpture of

Mamie and Albert George for The George Ranch Historical Park in

Richmond, Texas, and his "Call of the Sea" bronze was selected by

Conoco, Incorporated, and R&B Falcon Drilling to celebrate a

partnership with Korea on two new "super ships"; and


WHEREAS, His superior craftsmanship, dedication to the pursuit

of excellence in art, and love of animals and people are manifest

in his majestic works and in the widespread acclaim he has received

over the years, and the State of Texas is honored to have among its

citizens such a rare and gifted artist; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

76th Legislature, hereby commend Edd Hayes on his outstanding

works and his invaluable contributions to the world of art and to

our state; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for him

as an expression of admiration from the Texas Senate.

Lindsay
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