BILL ANALYSIS
Office of House Bill Analysis
H.B. 261

By: Ritter

Corrections

2/23/2001

Introduced

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Some defendants who are eligible for bail request to be transferred to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) because they want to start the clock on their sentence term.  Under current law, a defendant convicted of a felony will be transferred on request to TDCJ if the defendant’s sentence is a term of 10 years or less and the defendant gives notice of appeal.  House Bill 261 requires the transfer, on request, of such defendants only if they have not been convicted of certain violent crimes.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the opinion of the Office of House Bill Analysis that this bill does not expressly delegate any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS
House Bill 261 amends the Code of Criminal Procedure to require that upon request in open court or upon written request to the sentencing court certain defendants are to be transferred to the institutional division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ).  The defendants who are transferred upon request are convicted felons who give notice of an appeal whose punishment is less than 10 years and who have not been convicted of murder, capital murder, indecency with a child, aggravated kidnaping, aggravated sexual assault, aggravated robbery, sexual assault, or a second drug-related conviction in a drug-free zone.

EFFECTIVE DATE

On passage, or if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2001.
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