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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) is

required to propose rules that provide for the adoption, amendment, and

enforcement of an educator's code of ethics.  This code was a adopted in

1975 and amended in 1988.  SBEC began enforcing the code in April 1999, and

since then 189 administrators and 92 teachers have been accused of

violating the code.  Since the number of complaints against administrators

is more than double the number of complaints against teachers, some argue

that the code is used to punish administrators for discretionary actions

and that it causes administrators to second guess their actions made in

connection with their administrative responsibilities. House Bill 1329

removes the requirement that SBEC enforce the educator's code of ethics. 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the opinion of the Office of House Bill Analysis that this bill does

not expressly delegate any additional rulemaking authority to a state

officer, department, agency, or institution. 

ANALYSIS

House Bill 1329 amends the Education Code to remove the requirement that

the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) propose rules that

provide for the enforcement of an educator's code of ethics.  The bill does

not affect the authority of SBEC to take enforcement action regarding a

violation of the educator's code of ethics that occurred before the

effective date of the bill. 

EFFECTIVE DATE

On passage, or if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act

takes effect September 1, 2001. 

