By Truitt

H.B. No. 912

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to certain local option elections under the Alcoholic Beverage Code.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  Title 6, Chapter 251, Section 251.18, Alcoholic Beverage Code is amended to read as follows:

(a)  This section applies [only] to:
(1)  an election to permit or prohibit the legal sale of mixed beverages by a food and beverage certificate holder in an incorporated city or town that is located in more than one county; or
(2)  an election to permit or prohibit the legal sale of beer and wine for off premise consumption only in an incorporated city or town that:
(i)  has previously held an election under this Chapter at which voters authorized the legal sale of any type of alcoholic beverage in any portion of the city or town;
(ii)  is situated only in two counties, one of which is a county within which is located an international airport within multiple counties, and in a county with a population of less than 800,000, as determined by the 2000 census data, within which is located a major tourist attraction/entertainment complex consisting of a professional vehicular raceway, among other venues; and
(iii)  has a population of fewer than 35,000, as determined by the 2000 census data.
(b)  An election to which this section applies shall be conducted by the city or town instead of the county.  For the purposes of this section, in this subchapter and Subchapters B and C:

(1)  a reference to the county is considered to refer to the city or town;

(2)  a reference to the commissioners court is considered to refer to the governing body of the city or town;

(3)  a reference to the county clerk or registrar of voters is considered to refer to the secretary of the city or town or, if the city or town does not have a secretary, to the person performing the functions of a secretary of the city or town; and

(4)  a reference to the county judge is considered to refer to the mayor of the city or town or, if the city or town does not have a mayor, to the presiding officer of the governing body of the city or town.

(c)  The city or town shall pay the expense of the election.

SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect immediately upon its passage.

