By Hawley

H.B. No. 1485

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the creation of a county development district and to the use of revenue of the district.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  Section 383.004(8), Local Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(8)  "Project" has the meaning assigned by Section 4B(a)(2), Development Corporation Act of 1979 (Article 5190.6, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), and includes the maintenance, improvement, renovation, or preservation of a county courthouse.

SECTION 2.  Section 383.021, Local Government Code, is amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (c) to read as follows:

(a)  The commissioners court of a county with a population of 400,000 or less may:
(1)  [,] on petition of the owners of land in a proposed district, [may] commence the creation of a county development district; or
(2)  by order create a county development district.

(c)  Sections 383.024, 383.025, 383.026, and 383.027, relating to the hearing on a petition, do not apply if a district is created by an order of the commissioners court.
SECTION 3.  Sections 383.022 and 383.023, Local Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 383.022.  PETITION OF LANDOWNERS.  If the creation of a county development district is commenced by petition, the [To create a district, a] petition requesting creation must be filed with the commissioners court of the county in which all of the land in the proposed district is located.  The petition must be accompanied by a sworn statement indicating consent to creation signed by the holders of fee simple title of all of the land in the proposed district.

Sec. 383.023.  CONTENTS OF PETITION OR ORDER.  The petition or the order creating the district must:

(1)  describe the boundaries of the proposed district by metes and bounds or by lot and block number, if there is a recorded map or plat and survey of the area;

(2)  include a name for the proposed district, which must include the name of the county followed by the words "Development District No.______";

(3)  include the names of five persons who are willing and qualified to serve as temporary directors of the proposed district;

(4)  state the general nature of the work proposed to be done and the cost of the project as then estimated [by the petitioners]; and

(5)  state the necessity and feasibility of the proposed district and whether the district will serve the public purpose of attracting visitors and tourists to the county.

SECTION 4.  Section 383.028(a), Local Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  If the commissioners court issues an order creating the district or grants the petition, it shall appoint to serve as temporary directors of the district five persons who are qualified under this chapter to serve as directors.


SECTION 5.  This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two‑thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2001.

