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H.B. No. 1642

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to equal rights in the enjoyment of public accommodations; providing a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Title 6, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, is amended by adding Chapter 150 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 150.  PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS
Sec. 150.001.  EQUAL RIGHTS IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.  All individuals are entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, and accommodations of any place of public accommodation as described by Section 150.002, without discrimination or segregation on the ground of race, color, religion, national origin, or disability.
Sec. 150.002.  PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.  A public accommodation includes:
(1)  an inn, hotel, motel, or other place of lodging, except for an establishment located within a building that contains not more than five rooms for rent or hire and that is actually occupied by the proprietor of the establishment as the residence of the proprietor;
(2)  a restaurant, bar, or other establishment serving food or drink;
(3)  a motion picture house, theater, concert hall, stadium, or other place of exhibition or entertainment;
(4)  an auditorium, convention center, lecture hall, or other place of public gathering;
(5)  a bakery, grocery store, clothing store, hardware store, shopping center, or other sales or rental establishment;
(6)  a laundromat, dry cleaner, bank, barber shop, beauty shop, travel service, shoe repair service, funeral parlor, gas station, office of an accountant or lawyer, pharmacy, insurance office, professional office of a health care provider, hospital, or other service establishment;
(7)  a terminal, depot, or other station used for specified public transportation;
(8)  a museum, library, gallery, or other place of public display or collection;
(9)  a park, zoo, amusement park, or other place of recreation;
(10)  a nursery, elementary, secondary, undergraduate, or postgraduate private school, or other place of education;
(11)  a day care center, senior citizen center, homeless shelter, food bank, adoption agency, or other social service center establishment; and
(12)  a gymnasium, health spa, bowling alley, golf course, or other place of exercise or recreation.
Sec. 150.003.  CRIMINAL OFFENSE.  (a)  A person or an agent of a person that denies an individual the individual's rights under this chapter commits an offense.
(b)  A person adjudged guilty under this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $300 or more than $1,000.
Sec. 150.004.  CIVIL CAUSE OF ACTION.  (a)  In addition to the penalty provided in Section 150.003, a person or agent of a person who violates the provisions of this chapter deprives the aggrieved individual of the individual's civil liberties.
(b)  The aggrieved individual may bring a cause of action for injunctive relief and for damages.  There is a conclusive presumption of damages to the aggrieved individual in an amount of at least $100.
(c)  An aggrieved individual who prevails in an action under this section may recover attorney's fees as part of the costs.
SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2001, and applies only to a cause of action that accrues on or after that date.  An action that accrued before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law applicable to the action immediately before the effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in effect for that purpose.

