By Eiland

H.B. No. 1719


A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to prohibiting certain persons and entities from banning the use of recording devices during the delivery of a child.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subtitle H, Title 2, Health and Safety Code, is amended by adding Chapter 168 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 168.  RECORDING THE DELIVERY OF A CHILD
Sec. 168.001.  DEFINITIONS.  In this chapter:
(1)  "Health care provider" means a person licensed under Title 3, Occupations Code, as a physician, midwife, physician assistant, or registered or licensed vocational nurse.
(2)  "Recording device" means any device capable of audio or visual recording.
Sec. 168.002.  BANNING RECORDING PROHIBITED.  A health care provider, hospital, or birthing center may not prohibit a person from using a recording device to record the delivery of a child.
Sec. 168.003.  ENFORCEMENT.  A violation of this chapter by a health care provider, hospital, or birthing center is subject to the same consequence as a violation of the licensing law applicable to the health care provider, hospital, or birthing center or of a rule adopted under that licensing law.
SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2001.
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