By Dunnam

H.B. No. 1742

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to grants for public schools adopting innovative educational programs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subchapter Z, Chapter 29, Education Code, is amended by adding Section 29.903 to read as follows:

Sec. 29.903.  GRANTS FOR INNOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. (a)  From funds appropriated for the purpose, the commissioner shall make grants to school districts and school campuses for use in providing innovative educational programs, including programs that incorporate:
(1)  pilot programs;
(2)  smaller class sizes;
(3)  nontraditional applied learning techniques; and
(4)  emphasis on high technology and entrepreneurship.
(b)  The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement this section, including rules:
(1)  prescribing eligibility criteria for receipt of a grant; and
(2)  regarding use of grant funds.
SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2001.

