H.B. No. 2788

AN ACT

relating to the transfer of certain cases from a district court of a judicial district to a newly created district court of that judicial district.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 24, Government Code, is amended by adding Section 24.022 to read as follows:

Sec. 24.022.  EFFECT OF TRANSFER OF CERTAIN CASES FOLLOWING CREATION OF ADDITIONAL COURT. (a)  On the creation of an additional district court in a county,  an existing district court in the county may transfer to the new court a case regarding a child who is subject to the continuing exclusive jurisdiction of the existing court under Title 5, Family Code, regardless of whether the case is pending in the existing court or the existing court rendered a final order in the case.
(b)  The district court to which the case is transferred  under this section acquires continuing exclusive jurisdiction under Title 5, Family Code, over the child.
SECTION 2. The change in law made by Section 24.022, Government Code, as added by this Act, applies to a case transferred from a district court of a judicial district to a newly created district court of that district, regardless of whether the case is transferred before, on, or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 3.  This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two‑thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2001.

_______________________________     _______________________________

    President of the Senate              Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2788 was passed by the House on April 20, 2001, by the following vote:  Yeas 142, Nays 0, 2 present, not voting.

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2788 was passed by the Senate on May 22, 2001, by the following vote:  Yeas 30, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting.

                                    _______________________________

                                        Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:  __________________________

                     Date

           __________________________

                   Governor

