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R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, The family and friends of Melba Herron Richards of Lubbock were deeply saddened by the untimely passing of this esteemed woman on January 31, 2001; and


WHEREAS, Born on November 2, 1949, Mrs. Richards graduated from high school in Brownfield and received a bachelor of science degree in home economics from Texas Woman's University; in 1984, she earned a law degree at Texas Tech University, where she served as associate editor of the Law Review; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Richards had a distinguished and diverse career beginning as a typesetter for the Lubbock Avalanche‑Journal; in 1979, she and her husband, Don Richards, moved to Washington, D.C., where for three years she worked as an aide on the staff of U.S. Senator Lloyd Bentsen; and


WHEREAS, After returning to Lubbock and receiving her law degree, Mrs. Richards was employed by the law firm of McWhorter, Cobb and Johnson, L.L.P.; she then  worked for the Texas Tech University School of Medicine as associate general counsel and head of the self‑insurance division for physicians; in 1992, Mrs. Richards partnered with David Langston to create the law firm of Langston and Richards, L.L.P., after which she started a private practice; and 


WHEREAS, In addition to succeeding in the law profession, this notable Texan devoted much of her time and energy toward the betterment of her community, serving as president of the Roscoe Wilson Elementary Parent‑Teacher Association and as director and counsel for the Lubbock Housing Authority; moreover, she was active as an area officer of the Texas Young Homemakers Association; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Richards was a loving wife and mother who was respected as a highly skilled attorney and successful businesswoman, and her bright spirit will undoubtedly live on in the hearts of the many people whose lives she deeply touched; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 77th Texas Legislature hereby honor the memory of Melba Richards and extend sincere sympathy to the members of her family: to her husband, Don; to her son, Reid; to her daughter, Raye; to her mother, Lucy Brown; to her sister, Gayle Thetford; to her many nieces and nephews; and to all her other relatives and friends; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for the members of her family and that when the Texas House of Representatives adjourns this day, it do so in memory of Melba Richards.

