
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 171
In Memory
of
John T. Biggers

WHEREAS, The Texas Senate joins the citizens of Houston in

mourning the loss of renowned artist John T. Biggers of Houston,

who died on January 25, 2001; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Biggers was the founder of the Art Department

at Texas Southern University in Houston, and his work had an impact

on generations of artists with his paintings based on the African

American experience; and


WHEREAS, A world‑renowned muralist, Dr. Biggers created 26

murals for public spaces throughout the country; his work is

incorporated in significant collections which include the Dallas

Museum of Art, the Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford, Connecticut,

Hampton University, Texas Southern University, University of

Houston Downtown, the Smithsonian, and many locations in his

native state of North Carolina; and


WHEREAS, The Museum of Fine Arts in Houston presented a

50‑year retrospective in 1995 which traveled around the country

and demonstrated his command of his medium in his epic paintings

and murals; and


WHEREAS, The recipient of many honors and citations,

Dr. Biggers was recently a winner of one of the first Texas Medal

of the Arts Awards; and


WHEREAS, Works of art can immortalize the spirit of the

age and the cultural heritage by which they were inspired,

and exceptional artistry such as that of John T. Biggers leaves

an impressive legacy; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

77th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to the

family of John T. Biggers:  his wife, Hazel; and his sister,

Terry Biggers Arnold; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for his

family as an expression of deepest sympathy from the Texas Senate,

and that when the Senate adjourns this day, it do so in memory of

Dr. John T. Biggers.

Ellis

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on February 5, 2001, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

