S.R. No. 326

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 326

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes pride in

recognizing Ernest B. McGowen, Sr., who is being honored by the

Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County during its annual

Black History Month celebration on February 23, 2001; and


WHEREAS, During Black History Month, METRO traditionally

recognizes the legacy of African American pioneers who changed

the course of history and honors those people today who are leaders

in the Houston region and who make significant contributions to

their communities; and


WHEREAS, Ernest McGowen is a well‑known leader in the

Houston community and is highly respected for his accomplishments;

and


WHEREAS, He was one of the first African Americans to be

elected to the Houston Independent School District Board of

Education and became the first African American to serve as

pastor of a predominantly white parish in the United Methodists'

57‑county Texas Conference; and


WHEREAS, He was elected to the Houston City Council in

1980 and represented District B in Northeast Houston for 14 years;

he is noted for his efforts to obtain vital city services for

neighborhoods in his historically neglected district and for

creating the city's Minority/Women's Business Enterprise Program

and the city's anti‑apartheid policy; and


WHEREAS, An exemplary and distinguished gentleman,

Ernest McGowen is beloved by the citizens of his community, and

he deserves recognition for his years of hard work on their behalf

and on behalf of Houston; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

77th Legislature, hereby commend Ernest B. McGowen, Sr., on

his dedication and leadership and his invaluable contributions

to his community and extend to him best wishes for the future;

and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

him as an expression of esteem from the Texas Senate.

Ellis

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on February 21, 2001.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

