By:  Madla, ShapleighS.R. No. 606

SENATE RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, In 1989, the Texas Indian Commission was abolished under a sunset provision; for the last dozen years, the state has operated without an official mechanism to address tribal service needs and cultural issues of significant interest to its Native American population; and


WHEREAS, Texas has the eighth‑largest concentration of Native Americans in the country; according to the 2000 census, over 118,000 Texans identify themselves as American Indian or Alaska Native (AIAN), and another 97,000 identify themselves as combining AIAN and other ethnic groups; and


WHEREAS, In recent years, a number of issues have been raised before the public and the legislature that impact the state's Native Americans; these matters include such diverse topics as diabetes susceptibility, alcohol abuse prevention, educational opportunities, water rights, land ownership, burial ground disturbance, historical representation, tax administration, and gaming; and


WHEREAS, Federal law recognizes the Kickapoos, Alabama and Coushatta, and Yslete del Sur Pueblo (Tiguas) tribes, but Texas is one of the few states that has no formal state‑agency relationship with the Native American community; and


WHEREAS, When the Texas Indian Commission was abolished, the belief was that all tribes in the state had been identified; that assumption no longer holds true, as several other bands and peoples in the interval since 1989 have submitted letters of intent seeking federal recognition; and


WHEREAS, These considerations suggest that the time is appropriate to review whether Texas government should again formalize its relationship with the Native American community through the creation of a state entity responsible for that function; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas, 77th Legislature, hereby request the lieutenant governor to appoint a senate interim study committee to examine the need for establishing a commission on Native American affairs; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That the committee consist of six members appointed by the lieutenant governor, including two members of the public, one of whom shall be a Native American, and four members of the senate; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That the committee, not later than December 1, 2002, report its recommendation to the governor, the lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house of representatives.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on March 29, 2001.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

