S.R. No. 736

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 736

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas is proud to

recognize Elizabeth Charlotte Blaney for her lifetime

achievements in tennis and journalism; and


WHEREAS, Among the first female athletes in the nation to

receive a college scholarship under Title IX, Betsy attended

Southern Methodist University as a member of the Varsity Tennis

Team; and


WHEREAS, A gifted athlete, she competed in Wimbledon, and

the U.S. Open, as well as several other prestigious tournaments

while playing on the women's professional tennis tour that

eventually became the WTA; and


WHEREAS, Betsy won numerous titles as an amateur and a pro,

the most notable being the doubles champion at the Swedish Open,

where, according to tradition, she and her partner were tossed

into the North Sea after their victory; and


WHEREAS, Betsy took part in one of the milestones in the

history of women's sports when she served as a lines caller at

the famous 1973 Battle of the Sexes at the Astrodome, which pitted

Bobby Riggs against Billie Jean King; and


WHEREAS, Betsy earned her college degree in journalism from

Texas Woman's University in Denton; over the past decade, she

has worked as a news reporter and an editor for several Metroplex

news organizations, including the Lewisville News, the Fort Worth

Star‑Telegram, and the Associated Press; she has also worked as a

public relations specialist at The University of Texas Southwestern

Medical Center at Dallas; and


WHEREAS, In addition to her career in journalism, Betsy has

worked as a professional tennis coach in Dallas and Denton, acting

as a mentor to area tennis players, both young and old; and


WHEREAS, Recently, the Associated Press offered Betsy an

exciting promotion to work as a field reporter based in Lubbock,

where her duties will include covering Bobby Knight, the new head

basketball coach at Texas Tech University; and


WHEREAS, Betsy has been a resident of the Dallas‑Fort Worth

Metroplex for the past three decades and has generously given of

her time and talent to numerous professional, social, and charitable

organizations, including serving on the Board of Directors for the

Association of Women Journalists and as Women's Coordinator for the

Oak Lawn Tennis Association; and


WHEREAS, Betsy Blaney is truly an asset to her community,

and she will be dearly missed by her many friends and colleagues

in the Dallas‑Fort Worth Metroplex; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

77th Legislature, recognize Elizabeth Charlotte Blaney for her

many professional achievements and wish her best of luck in her

new position in Lubbock; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for her

as an expression of high regard from the Texas Senate.
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