S.R. No. 1026

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1026

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas is proud to

recognize the City of Taylor on the grand occasion of its 125th

anniversary, which is being celebrated June 8 through 10, 2001;

and


WHEREAS, Founded in 1876 as a railroad town, Taylor was

originally named Taylorsville for Moses Taylor, an executive

of the International and Great Northern Railroad; early Taylor

settlers were railroad officials, such as John R. Hoxie and

Henry Dickson, and merchants such as C. P. Vance, who moved his

general store from Circleville; and


WHEREAS, The Texas Land Company advertised the sale of

town lots in Taylorsville and encouraged commercial businesses

and churches to be erected; the first bank in Taylor was owned

by Miller Brothers and Robertson but was soon closed, and in 1883,

the First National Bank opened for business; the Taylor Savings and

Loan Association started business in 1885, and the City National

Bank of Taylor opened in 1900; and


WHEREAS, Taylorsville became home to Methodist and

Presbyterian churches and soon became a major shipping point for

cattle; in 1882, a second rail line, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas

was extended to Taylorsville, and that same year, the town was

incorporated, and Daniel Moody, the father of Governor Dan Moody,

served as its first mayor; and


WHEREAS, Some of the early hotels and boarding houses

included the T. J. Kamp Hotel, located on the corner of West Main

and First streets, the Napier Hotel, located on the present site

of the Taylor Hardware Company, and the Minor Hotel, located on

the site of T. W. Morse Company; and


WHEREAS, In 1892, the city's name was shortened to Taylor,

and by that time, cotton had joined cattle and the railroad as an

important element in the local economy; and


WHEREAS, At one time, Taylor had a street car line owned

by Dr. A. V. Doak, and by 1900, newsworthy items in the town

papers included a water line from the San Gabriel River, a 100‑man

volunteer department, and a yearly fair; and


WHEREAS, Taylor continued to grow during the early years

of the 20th Century; home to such recognized people as

Governor Dan Moody and Rip Torn, Taylor has produced highly

successsful schoolteachers, lawyers, farmers, ranchers, doctors,

and politicians; by 1940, the town had 7,875 residents and 225

businesses; in 1983, interest in downtown revitalization resulted

in the hiring of a Main Street project manager and restoration work

began; and


WHEREAS, By 1990, the population of Taylor was 11,472, and

today Taylor is well known for offering a quieter way of life than

the big cities; it is also known as home to the Taylor Ducks and as

host to such popular events as rodeos, rattlesnake round‑ups, and

barbecues; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

77th Legislature, hereby commend the citizens of Taylor for

preserving the amenities and charm of their city and extend

best wishes to them on the grand occasion of Taylor's 125th

anniversary; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Taylor citizens as an expression of regard from the Texas Senate.
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Ratliff, President of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above
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