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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

  relating to the reorganization of, efficiency in, and other reform measures applying to state government.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

ARTICLE 1.  GOVERNOR'S BUDGET AUTHORITY AND PAYMENT

OF CERTAIN TAX REFUNDS

SECTION 1.01.  Section 401.046(a), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  The governor shall deliver a copy of the governor's budget to each member of the legislature before the governor gives the message to the legislature required by Section 9, Article IV, Texas Constitution, at the commencement [not later than the sixth day] of each regular legislative session.

SECTION 1.02.  (a)  Rider 11, pages I‑37 and I‑38, Chapter 1330, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003 (the General Appropriations Act), is amended to read as follows:

11.  Appropriation of Tax Refunds. As much of the respective taxes, fees, and charges, including penalties or other financial transactions administered or collected by the Comptroller as may be necessary is hereby appropriated and set aside to pay refunds, interest, and any costs and attorney fees awarded in court cases, as provided by law, subject to the following limitations and conditions:

a.  Unless another law, or section of this Act, provides a period within which a particular refund claim must be made, funds appropriated herein may not be used to pay a refund claim made under this section after four years from the latest date on which the amount collected or received by the State was due, if the amount was required to be paid on or before a particular date. If the amount was not required to be paid on or before a particular date, a refund claim may not be made after four years from the date the amount was collected or received. A person who fails to make a refund claim within the period provided by law, or this provision, shall not be eligible to receive payment of a refund under this provision.

b.  As a specific limitation to the amount of refunds paid from funds appropriated in this Act during the 2004‑05 biennium, the Comptroller shall not approve claims or issue warrants for refunds in excess of the amount of revenue estimated to be available from the tax, fee, or other revenue source during the biennium according to the Biennial Revenue Estimate of the Comptroller of Public Accounts used for certification of this Act. Any claim or portion of a claim which is in excess of the limitation established by this subsection "b" shall be presented to the next legislature for a specific appropriation in order for payment to be made. The limitation established by this subsection "b" shall not apply to any taxes or fees paid under protest.

[c.  None of the funds appropriated by this provision may be expended to pay a refund claim, a final judgement, or a settlement, including any statutory interest thereon or any costs and attorney fees awarded by court order, that is in excess of $250,000. Any claim that is in excess of the limitation established by this subsection "c" shall be presented to the legislature for a specific appropriation in order for payment to be made.
[d.  None of the funds appropriated by this provision may be expended to pay a refund claim, a final judgment, or a settlement, including any statutory interest thereon or any costs and attorney fees awarded by court order, that would cause the aggregate amount paid to, or on behalf of, an individual or entity pursuant to this provision during the biennium beginning September 1, 2003, to exceed $250,000.  Any claim that is in excess of the limitation established by this subsection "d" shall be presented to the legislature for a specific appropriation in order for payment to be made.
[e.  The limitations established by subsection "c" and subsection "d" do not apply to a payment made:
[(1)  on a final judgment in those cases where the judgment order of the trial court was entered prior to the effective date of this Act,
[(2)  on a settlement agreement executed prior to the effective date of this Act, or
[(3)  on a Comptroller's final decision issued prior to the effective date of this Act.
[f.  For purposes of this provision, "final judgment" means a judgment rendered in a federal court or a court in this state for which an appeal or rehearing, or application therefor, is not pending and for which the time limitations for appeal or rehearing have expired. For the purposes of this provision, a Comptroller's final decision means a decision of the Comptroller which is administratively final and for which limitations has expired for seeking rehearing or filing a lawsuit in court. For the purposes of this provision, a "settlement agreement" must be in writing and signed by the necessary parties. A settlement agreement shall be deemed to be "executed" on the date upon which the last signature of a necessary party is affixed thereon.
[g.  The payment of a settlement or final judgment may be made only with a complete release from any and all related claims and causes against the State, and in the case of a judgment, the payment may be made only in full satisfaction of that judgment.
[h.  Subsection "c" and subsection "d" shall not apply to a refund granted pursuant to an informal review under Section 111.1042 of the Tax Code, if that refund claim is filed with the Comptroller no later than 120 days after the original due date of the report for the period for which the refund is claimed.
[i.  This provision shall not apply to refunds of unclaimed property made pursuant to Title 6 of the Property Code.
[j.  Except pursuant to this provision, none of the funds appropriated by this Act may be expended to pay a refund of any tax, fee, penalty, charge, or other assessment collected or administered by the Comptroller or to pay a judgment, settlement, or administrative hearing decision, including any statutory interest thereon or any costs and attorney fees awarded by court order, relating to a refund of any tax, fee, penalty, charge or other assessment collected or administered by the Comptroller.]

(b)  This section applies to a tax refund payable from funds appropriated by Chapter 1330, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, regardless of whether the refund becomes payable before, on, or after the effective date of this section.

(c)  This section takes effect immediately if this Act receives a vote of two‑thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this section takes effect on the 91st day after the last day of the legislative session.

SECTION 1.03.  Section 401.047, Government Code, is repealed.

ARTICLE 2.  UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

SECTION 2.01.  Section 72.101(a), Property Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  Except as provided by this section and Sections 72.1015 and [Section] 72.102, personal property is presumed abandoned if, for longer than three years:

(1)  the existence and location of the owner of the property is unknown to the holder of the property; and

(2)  according to the knowledge and records of the holder of the property, a claim to the property has not been asserted or an act of ownership of the property has not been exercised.

SECTION 2.02.  Subchapter B, Chapter 72, Property Code, is amended by adding Section 72.1015 to read as follows:

Sec. 72.1015.  UNCLAIMED WAGES.  (a)  In this section, "wages" has the meaning assigned by Section 61.001, Labor Code.
(b)  An amount of unclaimed wages is presumed abandoned if, for longer than one year:
(1)  the existence and location of the person to whom the wages are owed is unknown to the holder of the wages; and
(2)  according to the knowledge and records of the holder of the wages, a claim to the wages has not been asserted or an act of ownership of the wages has not been exercised.
SECTION 2.03.  Section 74.001(a), Property Code, as amended by Chapter 894, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  Except as provided by Subsection (b), this chapter applies to a holder of property that is presumed abandoned under[:
[(1)]  Chapter 72, Chapter 73, or Chapter 75 [of this code; or
[(2)  Subchapter G, Chapter 61, Labor Code].

SECTION 2.04.  Section 74.101(a), Property Code, as amended by Chapter 894, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  Each holder who on June 30 holds property that is presumed abandoned under Chapter 72, 73, or 75 of this code or under[,] Chapter 154, Finance Code, [or Subchapter G, Chapter 61, Labor Code,] shall file a report of that property on or before the following November 1.  The comptroller may require the report to be in a particular format, including a format that can be read by a computer.

SECTION 2.05.  Section 74.301(a), Property Code, as amended by Chapter 894, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, is amended to read as follows:

(a)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), each holder who on June 30 holds property that is presumed abandoned under Chapter 72, 73, or 75 [of this code or Subchapter G, Chapter 61, Labor Code,] shall deliver the property to the comptroller on or before the following November 1 accompanied by the report required to be filed under Section 74.101.

SECTION 2.06.  Subchapter G, Chapter 61, Labor Code, as added by Chapter 894, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, is repealed.

SECTION 2.07.  This article takes effect immediately if this Act receives a vote of two‑thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this article takes effect on the 91st day after the last day of the legislative session.

ARTICLE 3.  ABANDONMENT OF PROCEEDS ON DEMUTUALIZATION

SECTION 3.01.  Section 72.101, Property Code, is amended by adding Subsections (c) and (d) to read as follows:

(c)  Property distributable in the course of a demutualization or related reorganization of an insurance company is presumed abandoned on the first anniversary of the date the property becomes distributable if, at the time of the first distribution, the last known address of the owner according to the records of the holder of the property is known to be incorrect or the distribution or statements related to the distribution are returned by the post office as undeliverable and the owner has not:
(1)  communicated in writing with the holder of the property or the holder's agent regarding the interest; or
(2)  otherwise communicated with the holder regarding the interest as evidenced by a memorandum or other record on file with the holder or its agents.
(d)  Property distributable in the course of a demutualization or related reorganization of an insurance company that is not subject to Subsection (c) is presumed abandoned as otherwise provided by this section.
SECTION 3.02.  This article takes effect immediately if this Act receives a vote of two‑thirds of all the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.  If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this article takes effect on the 91st day after the last day of the legislative session.

ARTICLE 4.  TELECONFERENCE MEETING OF LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

SECTION 4.01.  Section 322.003, Government Code, is amended by adding Subsections (d) and (e) to read as follows:

(d)  As an exception to Chapter 551 and other law, if the chairman and vice‑chairman of the board are physically present at a meeting, any number of the other members of the board may attend a meeting of the board by use of telephone conference call, video conference call, or other similar telecommunication device.  This subsection applies for purposes of constituting a quorum, for purposes of voting, and for any other purpose allowing a member of the board to otherwise fully participate in any meeting of the board.  This subsection applies without exception with regard to the subject of the meeting or topics considered by the members.
(e)  A meeting held by use of telephone conference call, video conference call, or other similar telecommunication device:
(1)  is subject to the notice requirements applicable to other meetings;
(2)  must specify in the notice of the meeting the location of the meeting at which the chairman and vice‑chairman will be physically present;
(3)  must be open to the public and shall be audible to the public at the location specified in the notice of the meeting as the location of the meeting at which the chairman and vice‑chairman will be physically present; and
(4)  must provide two‑way audio communication between all members of the board attending the meeting during the entire meeting, and if the two‑way audio communication link with any member attending the meeting is disrupted at any time, the meeting may not continue until the two‑way audio communication link is reestablished.
SECTION 4.02.  The change in law made by this article applies in relation to a notice given on or after the effective date of this article of a meeting of the Legislative Budget Board.

ARTICLE 5.  ENERGY AND WATER CONSERVATION BY STATE AGENCIES

AND THE COLLECTION OF CERTAIN INFRASTRUCTURE FEES

SECTION 5.01.  Chapter 447, Government Code, is amended by adding Sections 447.010 and 447.011 to read as follows:

Sec. 447.010.  FUEL SAVINGS FOR STATE AGENCIES.  (a)  In this section and in Section 447.011:
(1)  "Cost‑effective" means resulting in fuel consumption reduction with a projected savings in fuel cost over a one‑year period that exceeds the cost of purchasing and using a technology.
(2)  "Fuel‑saving technology" means a:
(A)  device containing no lead metal that is installed on a motor vehicle or non‑road diesel and that has been proven to reduce fuel consumption per mile or per hour of operation by at least five percent;
(B)  fuel additive registered in accordance with 40 C.F.R. Part 79 that contains no known mutagenic materials and that has been proven to reduce fuel consumption per mile or per hour of operation by at least five percent; or
(C)  fuel registered in accordance with 40 C.F.R. Part 79 that contains no known mutagenic materials and that has been proven to reduce fuel consumption per mile or per hour of operation by at least five percent.
(3)  "Motor vehicle" and "non‑road diesel" have the meanings assigned by Section 386.101, Health and Safety Code.
(4)  "Proven fuel‑saving technologies" means technologies shown to reduce fuel use by at least five percent in:
(A)  an Environmental Protection Agency fuel economy federal test protocol test performed at a laboratory recognized by the Environmental Protection Agency;
(B)  a fuel economy test performed in accordance with protocols and at testing laboratories or facilities recognized by the state energy conservation office, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, or the Environmental Protection Agency; or
(C)  a field demonstration performed in accordance with Section 447.011.
(b)  A state agency with 10 or more motor vehicles or non‑road diesels shall reduce the total fuel consumption of the vehicles or diesels by at least five percent from fiscal year 2002 consumption levels through the use of cost‑effective proven fuel‑saving technologies.
(c)  A state agency may delay reducing fuel use as described in this section until a list of proven fuel‑saving technologies is provided by the state energy conservation office as provided by Section 447.011.
(d)  A state agency may not purchase or use as a fuel‑saving technology a technology that:
(1)  is known to increase oxides of nitrogen emissions or toxic air contaminants;
(2)  may be reasonably concluded to degrade air quality or human health or to negatively impact the environment; or
(3)  is known to affect negatively the manufacturer's warranty of a motor vehicle or a non‑road diesel.
(e)  A state agency may purchase cost‑effective proven fuel‑saving technologies out of the agency's fuel budget.
(f)  A state agency shall competitively evaluate similar fuel‑saving technologies.
(g)  A state agency may require a seller of a fuel‑saving technology to refund the cost of the technology if it is determined to be ineffective at reducing fuel use by at least five percent before the 91st day after the date the technology is first used by the agency.
(h)  A state agency may use fuel‑saving technologies that the agency determines are cost‑effective and may use a fuel‑saving technology in applications that provide other benefits, including emissions reductions.
(i)  A state agency may establish a program for agency employees to voluntarily:
(1)  purchase fuel‑saving technologies; and
(2)  document reductions in fuel savings and air emissions.
(j)  A state agency shall annually report to the state energy conservation office on a form provided by the office on the state agency's efforts and progress under this section.
(k)  This section does not apply to an institution of higher education as defined by Section 61.003, Education Code.
Sec. 447.011.  FIELD DEMONSTRATIONS.  (a)  Under the direction of the state energy conservation office, the Texas Department of Transportation shall demonstrate the effectiveness of at least four fuel‑saving technologies on a combined maximum of 100 motor vehicles or non‑road diesels in accordance with this section to determine the fuel‑saving technologies that may cost‑effectively reduce fuel consumption and save state revenue.
(b)  Varying ages and types of motor vehicles and non‑road diesels shall be selected to demonstrate the fuel‑saving technologies.  Preference shall be given to high‑use motor vehicles and non‑road diesels in the selection.
(c)  The Texas Department of Transportation shall demonstrate the performance of fuel‑saving technologies by:
(1)  assessing a technology's performance in the normal course of operations of motor vehicles or non‑road diesels; and
(2)  performing controlled field tests.
(d)  In selecting the technologies to be evaluated, the state energy conservation office shall:
(1)  consult with governmental and business organizations that are currently using fuel‑saving technology;
(2)  consider technologies that are proven fuel‑saving technologies that have demonstrated fuel economy benefits of five percent or more in field tests or recorded use data of government organizations or businesses that operate fleets; and
(3)  determine whether each technology selected has the potential to be cost‑effective.
(e)  A fuel‑saving technology may be disqualified from being demonstrated or used if it is known to reduce engine performance, reduce the life of the engine, require additional maintenance expenses, or degrade air quality.
(f)  The Texas Council on Environmental Technology, The University of Texas Center for Transportation Research, the University of Houston Diesel Emissions Center, or another agency may be designated to assist with executing the demonstration, compiling the results, estimating the potential average fuel savings of the technologies in different applications, or preparing a final report.
(g)  On completing the demonstration described by this section, the state energy conservation office shall rank the fuel‑saving technologies based on their fuel savings, other cost savings, and overall cost‑effectiveness.  The office shall:
(1)  list recommended applications of the technologies;
(2)  document other negative or positive effects; and
(3)  prepare a concise report of these findings.
(h)  The Texas Council on Environmental Technology shall obtain information on any fuel‑saving technology that appears to reduce particulate matter, oxides of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, or hydrocarbon emissions.  The Texas Council on Environmental Technology may use this information to fund the Environmental Protection Agency verification of a technology in accordance with Section 387.003, Health and Safety Code.
(i)  The state energy conservation office shall provide the report prepared under Subsection (g) to each state agency with 10 or more motor vehicles or non‑road diesels and to the Legislative Budget Board.
(j)  The demonstration and associated reports described by this section shall be completed not later than September 1, 2004.
(k)  All results of a demonstration project under this section shall be made public on the state energy conservation office's Internet website.
(l)  The state energy conservation office shall provide quarterly an updated list of all proven fuel‑saving technologies on its Internet website.
(m)  Money from the state highway fund may not be used for the purchase, installation, maintenance, or operation of the fuel‑saving technologies being assessed or subjected to controlled field tests under this section.  Repairs to state equipment resulting from demonstrations of fuel‑saving technologies must be paid from the same funds used to implement this section.
SECTION 5.02.  Chapter 2113, Government Code, is amended by adding Subchapter E to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER E.  RESTRICTIONS ON CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
Sec. 2113.301.  PREFERENCE FOR FINANCING CERTAIN CAPITAL EXPENDITURES WITH MONEY GENERATED BY UTILITY COST SAVINGS CONTRACT.  (a)  In this section:
(1)  "State facility purpose" means a purpose related to:
(A)  the maintenance of a state‑owned or state‑leased building or facility; or
(B)  a project as defined by Section 2166.001, including a project described by Section 2166.003.
(2)  "Utility cost savings contract" means a contract under Subchapter I, Chapter 2166, or other law that guarantees utility cost savings for energy conservation measures to reduce energy or water consumption or to reduce operating costs of governmental facilities.
(b)  Before a state agency may use appropriated money to make a capital expenditure for a state facility purpose, the state agency must determine whether the expenditure could be financed with money generated by a utility cost savings contract.
(c)  If it is practicable to do so, a state agency that is using appropriated money must finance a capital expenditure for a state facility purpose with money generated by a utility cost savings contract.
(d)  If it is not practicable for a state agency that is using appropriated money to finance a capital expenditure for a state facility purpose with money generated by a utility cost savings contract, the state agency must provide justification to the comptroller for the capital expenditure.
(e)  In determining under Subsection (b) whether a capital expenditure could be financed by a utility cost savings contract, a state agency must consider whether utility cost savings generated by any department of that agency could be a potential means of financing a capital expenditure for any department of that agency. Money generated by a utility cost savings in one department of a state agency may be used to finance capital expenditures for a state facility purpose in any department of that agency.
(f)  This section does not apply to an institution of higher education as defined by Section 61.003, Education Code.
(g)  This section does not apply to a capital expenditure for a state facility purpose that requires expeditious action to:
(1)  prevent a hazard to life, health, safety, welfare, or property; or
(2)  avoid undue additional cost to the state.
(h)  The Texas Building and Procurement Commission shall appoint a task force to develop design recommendations that are to be used for state facilities and that encourage rain harvesting and water recycling by state agencies using appropriated money to finance a capital expenditure for a state facility purpose.
ARTICLE 6.  DESIGNATION OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

SECTION 6.01.  Chapter 651, Government Code, is amended by adding Section 651.010 to read as follows:

Sec. 651.010.  APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICERS BY GOVERNOR.  (a)  In this section, "state agency" means a department, commission, board, office, council, authority, or other agency in the executive branch of state government that is created by the constitution or a statute of this state, including:
(1)  a university system or institution of higher education as defined by Section 61.003, Education Code; and
(2)  a river authority as defined by Section 30.003, Water Code.
(b)  Notwithstanding other law, the governor may designate a member of the governing body of each state agency as the presiding officer of that governing body to serve in that capacity at the pleasure of the governor.
(c)  This section does not apply to:
(1)  a state agency that is headed by one or more statewide‑elected officials;
(2)  an entity that advises or reports to a state agency headed by one or more statewide‑elected officials;
(3)  a river authority whose governing body is elected; or
(4)  a junior college district.
ARTICLE 7.  ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN LEGISLATIVE AGENCIES

SECTION 7.01.  Section 321.002(e), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(e)  The lieutenant governor and the speaker are joint chairs of the committee.  The committee shall elect [organize by electing] one member to serve as [chairman and one member to serve as] secretary.

SECTION 7.02.  Sections 321.018(b) and (c), Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b)  Each subpoena must be signed by either of the joint chairs of the committee [chairman] or the secretary of the committee.

(c)  On the request of either of the joint chairs of the committee [chairman] or the secretary of the committee, the sergeant at arms or an assistant sergeant at arms of either house of the legislature or any peace officer shall serve the subpoena in the manner prescribed for service of a district court subpoena.

SECTION 7.03.  Section 322.001(b), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b)  The lieutenant governor [is the chairman of the board] and the speaker are joint chairs of the board [is the vice‑chairman].

SECTION 7.04.  Sections 322.003(a) and (b), Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a)  A majority of the members of the board from each house constitutes a quorum to transact business.  If a quorum is present, the board may act on any matter that is within its jurisdiction by a majority vote.
(b)  The board shall meet as often as necessary to perform its duties.  Meetings may be held at any time at the request [at the call] of either of the joint chairs of the board [chairman] or on written petition of a majority of the members of the board from each house.

SECTION 7.05.  Section 322.006, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 322.006.  APPROVAL OF EXPENSES. Before payment may be made on an item of expense for the board, one of the joint chairs of the board [chairman] must approve the expense.

SECTION 7.06.  Section 322.009, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 322.009.  INSPECTION COMMITTEES. Either of the joint chairs of the board [The chairman], with the approval of the board, may appoint a committee to visit, inspect, and report on any state institution, department, agency, officer, or employee.

SECTION 7.07.  Section 322.013(d), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(d)  For purposes of carrying out its duties, the board may administer oaths and issue subpoenas, signed by either of the joint chairs of the board [chairman or vice‑chairman], to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, records, and documents.  A subpoena of the board shall be served by a peace officer in the manner in which district court subpoenas are served.  On application of the board, a district court of Travis County shall compel compliance with a subpoena issued by the board in the same manner as for district court subpoenas.

SECTION 7.08.  Section 323.001(b), Government Code, as amended by Chapter 1328, Acts of the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, is amended to read as follows:

(b)  The council consists of:

(1)  the lieutenant governor;

(2)  the speaker of the house of representatives;

(3)  the chairman of the house administration committee;

(4)  six [five] senators from various areas of the state appointed by the president of the senate; and

(5)  five [nine] other members of the house of representatives from various areas of the state appointed by the speaker.

SECTION 7.09.  Section 323.001(c), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c)  The lieutenant governor and the speaker are joint chairs [is the chairman] of the council [and the speaker is the vice‑chairman].

SECTION 7.10.  Sections 323.003(a) and (b), Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a)  The council shall meet as often as necessary to perform its duties.  Meetings may be held at any time at the request of either of the joint chairs of the council.
(b)  A majority of the [Twelve] members of the council from each house of the legislature constitutes [including the chairman and vice‑chairman constitute] a quorum.  If a quorum is present, the council may act on any matter that is within its jurisdiction by a majority vote.

SECTION 7.11.  Section 323.005(c), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c)  The certificate of either of the joint chairs of the council [chairman or vice‑chairman] is sufficient evidence of the validity of a claim.  On certification, the comptroller shall issue warrants on the treasury to pay each claim for mileage and per diem expenses, salaries of employees, and other authorized expenses.

SECTION 7.12.  Sections 323.008(a)‑(d), Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a)  If the council determines a need exists, either of the joint chairs [chairman] of the council may appoint statutory revision advisory committees to advise the council on matters relating to the revision of particular subjects of the law.

(b)  Advisory committees consist of seven members appointed by a joint chair [the chairman] of the council.  Advisory committee members serve for a period of two years from the date of appointment.

(c)  In appointing an advisory committee, a joint chair [the chairman] shall include representatives of the:

(1)  State Bar of Texas;

(2)  judiciary; and

(3)  Texas law schools.

(d)  An advisory committee shall meet at the call of either of the joint chairs [chairman] of the council.

SECTION 7.13.  Section 323.011(b), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b)  A subpoena must be signed by either of the joint chairs [chairman] of the council [or the vice‑chairman].

SECTION 7.14.  Section 323.012(b), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b)  On the request of either of the joint chairs [chairman] of the council [or the vice‑chairman], the attorney general shall render opinions and give advice and assistance to the council.

SECTION 7.15.  Sections 325.003(a), (d), and (j), Government Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a)  The Sunset Advisory Commission consists of five
