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By: Ellis H.B. No. 56

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the selection of the board of directors of an appraisal
district.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 6.02(c), Tax Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(c) A taxing unit that has chosen to participate in a single

appraisal district under Subsection (b) [ef—this—seection] may
revoke that choice and, if permitted to do so by Subsection (b),

choose to participate in a single appraisal district other than the

one previously chosen. [Ataxingunit—that has withdrawn from an
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SECTION 2. Section 6.03, Tax Code, is amended by amending
Subsections (a)-(c) and (1) and adding Subsection (a-1l) to read as
follows:

(a) The appraisal district is governed by a board of five

directors elected at the general election on the first Tuesday

after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years.

(a=1) One director shall be elected at large by the voters

of the county for which the appraisal district is established, and

one director shall be elected from each county commissioners

precinct of that county by the voters of that precinct. To be

78540346 RCJ-D 1
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director

eligible to be a candidate for or to serve as the

1

a person must be a registered

representing the county at large,

2

to be

(c),

Except as provided by Subsection

voter of the county.

3

candidate

eligible

as the director

Serve

or to

for

a

to be

4

representing a county commissioners precinct,

a person must be a

5

A person shall indicate on the

registered voter of that precinct.

6

application for a place on the ballot the precinct that the person

7

seeks to represent or that the person seeks to represent the county

8

at large. [
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serve two-year

]

odd-numbered vyear

each

of

January 1

beginning on

terms

2

commissioners

of the county

boundaries

When the

(c)

precincts are changed under Section 18, Article V, Texas

5

a director representing a precinct who is in office

Constitution,

6

or who before the effective

on the effective date of the change,

7

date of the change is elected or appointed to a term of office

8

beginning on or after the effective date of the change, is entitled

9

to serve the term or the remainder of the term in the precinct to

10

which the person was elected or appointed even though the change in

11

boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct for

12

[

which the person was elected or appointed.
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H.B. No. 56
(1) If a vacancy occurs on the board of directors in the

position of a director representing a county commissioners

precinct, the county commissioner representing the same precinct

shall appoint a qualified resident of the precinct to fill the

vacancy. If a vacancy occurs in the position of the director

representing the county at large, the county judge shall appoint a

qualified resident of the county to fill the vacancy. A person

appointed to fill a vacancy serves the remainder of the unexpired

term [other than a vacancy in the positien —held by a county

SECTION 3. The heading to Section 6.031, Tax Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 6.031. BALLOT PROCEDURES; FILING FEE [CHANGES IN-BOARD

MEMBERSHIP OR SETECTION].
SECTION 4. Sections 6.031(a)-(c), Tax Code, are amended to
read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by this section, Chapter 144,

Election Code, applies to a candidate for the office [Theboard—-of
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direectors] of member of an appraisal district[+—by—xese

(b) An application for a place on the ballot must be filed

with the county judge of the county for which the appraisal district

is established and be accompanied by either:

(1) a filing fee of:

(A) s$1,000

in a county with a population of

200,000 or more; or

(B) $375 in a county with a population of less

than 200,000; orx

(2) a petition that contains at least the lesser of the

following number of signatures of registered voters of the county:

(A) 500; or

(B) five percent of the total vote received in

the county by all candidates for governor in the most

recent

gubernatorial general election, unless that number is less than 25,

in which case the required number of signatures is the lesser of:

(1)

25; or

(ii)

10 percent of that total vote

[The



56

No.

H.B.

of divoctanre ~AF +ha A1 ct v ~4 + A

+hao rnitmhay

A=

A s e e g T

=4 = TTIT

T

T

T

TI—CTIT £~ Tt

T

TTCC It

=

T

T Ot

TIT

2

of +hao

o=

of +thvoao—FA1iv+h o

aoyvzarninag hodilaoco

o-F bot+th if +hao

momhaoar o

Tt

TIT

cTITT = A= = =

=

ESEEESE LSS B A e

24

A\

TIT

Ity

E >4

T

T

pag=y

4

izt 1N

roadiicoo +ha

i+
3

1o ot szl 1 £
== ==

cribhoncot 1 AN

+hio

1indaor

chanoan
ST ras ]

VoIS

e o C Il

T

A=

VT

T

TT

TT

A =

CIT T o OO

T

I

2 dont
ISas sy Sas

ado nn'l—

+hat

111t o
AT T I T

+ sz 31Ny

on-ao o-X moxao
Tt

of

anti1+laomant

cITrcro

cCor Ity

T

TT

T C

paas

T C T

roadiicaco +ha
T tTT

1+
3

rath'd 1 £
===

Socta1oan € N ~AFf +hac ~~JA
1~ oo

ndor
I

anti1+laoamant

=

o

o=

A =

T OTT

T C

Tt

[ g e

10

2dont
oo

+hot+ doaoc nr\'l—

1INt
v 3 o= = o

+ sz 1y

I ak Wi
Ity

=4

\=3

cITrcro

cCorA Iy

T C

TTT

[ 3 g e

Ity

\4

12

1 Ff +h o+

T

+ o~z

Sgﬁ‘l--;nn 6.03 ot +ha o coda and

ndor

anti1+laoamant

cTo Iy

TIrcro

=T .

o

T

=

TT

A =

= oTrrrot e T

TT

Tt

[ g e e

13

S ama
T CrItt

+hao

+
Sz

not ryodiicead

bhiidaget

+hao

of

21 locat1an

it

A3

oo

A= ==

AT )

CIT

TT

y =

| g g Tt

=4

| 3 e e

14

aof hoavrd

A=

aNnnnATrntmant

on

izt o
4

+

ant1+ 14

a

5
T

it o +h ot =Y
ct

A3 = =

+ o~z 1 oy

15

E 4 |3 = 1

=

1=

TT

T—ck Ottt
iSding

oC

1=

=

[ e e

cIIcrT

cTo Iy

16

17

[

A filing fee received

)

C

18

under this section shall be deposited in the county treasury to the

19

=

TT

chief

with +hao
C—W—Ttcti—Cc Tt

filed

=

£~

muacot hao
et

(

credit of the county general fund

20

21

+h o

o-x

annAaTrt A

A Ao

which hoavrd maomhaor o

WITT

1N

MY

of

Octobhaox

= TIT

= S A T =

T fo =

E 4 |~ = ma v s Ay 31 5 g

TT

TIT

(= =

=

E >y

A=

22

ve] .

e =

1Tnaffacrt1xzn
1

1o
[= SV o s o e g s 3

=4

rocaliit1an
==

23

Section 6.036(a), Tax Code, is amended to read as

SECTION 5.
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follows
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An individual is not eligible to be a candidate for

(a)
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] or to serve on the board of directors of an appraisal

27



10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.B. No. 56
district if the individual or a business entity in which the
individual has a substantial interest is a party to a contract with:

(1) the appraisal district; or
(2) a taxing unit that participates in the appraisal
district, if the contract relates to the performance of an activity
governed by this title.
SECTION 6. Section 6.037, Tax Code, is amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 6.037. PARTICIPATION OF CONSERVATION AND RECLAMATION

DISTRICTS IN APPRAISAL DISTRICT MATTERS. [Fr—this +title,—a

In a provision of this title [ether—than Section6-03o0r6-031%] that

grants authority to a majority or other number of the taxing units

participating in an appraisal district [entitled—to—vote—on—the

arnnaIrntmaont of annratoal di1ct v
S oottt + PP orTToo T \S ==

authority to disapprove [diseppxrovat—eEf] the appraisal district
budget wunder Section 6.06 [and—the—disapproval—of—app¥raisalt

et—direetors], including the

-
==

1 ndar S act
Tt oo oo — oot T =

ion—6-10], the conservation and

reclamation districts participating in the appraisal district are
given the vote or authority of one taxing unit. That vote or
authority is considered exercised only if a majority of the
conservation and reclamation districts take the same action to

exercise that vote or authority. Otherwise, the conservation and
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reclamation districts are treated in the same manner as a single
taxing unit that is entitled to act but does not take any action on
the matter.

SECTION 7. Section 6.051(b), Tax Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(b) The acquisition or conveyance of real property or the
construction or renovation of a building or other improvement by an
appraisal district must be approved by the governing bodies of
three-fourths of the taxing units participating in the district

[entitled to vote on-the appointment of board membexs]. The board

of directors by resolution may propose a property transaction or

other action for which this subsection requires approval of the
taxing units. The chief appraiser shall notify the presiding
officer of each governing body entitled to vote on the approval of
the proposal by delivering a copy of the board's resolution,
together with information showing the costs of other available
alternatives to the proposal. On or before the 30th day after the
date the presiding officer receives notice of the proposal, the
governing body of a taxing unit by resolution may approve or
disapprove the proposal. If a governing body fails to act on or
before that 30th day or fails to file its resolution with the chief
appraiser on or before the 10th day after that 30th day, the
proposal is treated as if it were disapproved by the governing body.

SECTION 8. Sections 6.06(a), (b), and (i), Tax Code, are
amended to read as follows:

(a) Each year the chief appraiser shall prepare a proposed

budget for the operations of the district for the following tax year
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and shall submit copies to each taxing unit participating in the
district and to the district board of directors before June 15. The

chief appraiser [He] shall include in the budget a list showing each

proposed position, the proposed salary for the position, all
benefits proposed for the position, each proposed capital
expenditure, and an estimate of the amount of the budget that will
be allocated to each taxing unit. Each taxing unit participating in

the discyrict [ensdbles to vere on tae avpoirntrment of boare wemoero|

shall maintain a copy of the proposed budget for public inspection

at its principal administrative office.

(b) The board of directors shall hold a public hearing to
consider the budget. The secretary of the board shall deliver to
the presiding officer of the governing body of each taxing unit
participating in the district not later than the 10th day before the
date of the hearing a written notice of the date, time, and place
fixed for the hearing. The board shall complete its hearings, make
any amendments to the proposed budget it desires, and finally
approve a budget before September 15. If governing bodies of a

majority of the taxing units participating in the district

[ar\-i—'|4—-| ad + o izota on +hao annoirIntmaoant of bo
= = v = T+ o1t S oot + £~

T Cc

ard—members] adopt

resolutions disapproving a budget and file them with the secretary
of the board within 30 days after its adoption, the budget does not
take effect, and the board shall adopt a new budget within 30 days
of the disapproval.

(i) The fiscal year of an appraisal district is the calendar
year unless the governing bodies of three-fourths of the taxing

units participating in the district [entitled—to—vrote—on—the
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appointment of beoard members]| adopt resolutions proposing a
different fiscal year and file them with the secretary of the board
not more than 12 and not less than eight months before the first day
of the fiscal year proposed by the resolutions. If the fiscal year
of an appraisal district is changed under this subsection, the
chief appraiser shall prepare a proposed budget for the fiscal year

as provided by Subsection (a) [ef+thi

4]
n

ection] before the 15th day

of the seventh month preceding the first day of the fiscal year
established by the change, and the board of directors shall adopt a
budget for the fiscal year as provided by Subsection (b) [ef—+this
seection] before the 15th day of the fourth month preceding the first
day of the fiscal year established by the change. Unless the
appraisal district adopts a different method of allocation under

Section 6.061 [ef—+this—<ceode], the allocation of the budget to each

taxing unit shall be calculated as provided by Subsection (d) [e£f

this seetion] using the amount of property taxes imposed by each

participating taxing unit in the most recent tax year preceding the
fiscal year established by the change for which the necessary
information 1is available. Each taxing unit shall pay its

allocation as provided by Subsection (e) [ef—this—seection], except

that the first payment shall be made before the first day of the
fiscal year established by the change and subsequent payments shall
be made quarterly. In the year in which a change in the fiscal year
occurs, the budget that takes effect on January 1 of that year may
be amended as necessary as provided by Subsection (c) [ef—this
seetion] in order to accomplish the change in fiscal years.

SECTION 9. Sections 6.061(b) and (e), Tax Code, are amended

10
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to read as follows:
(b) The taxing units participating in an appraisal district
may adopt a different method of allocating the costs of operating
the district if the governing bodies of three-fourths of the taxing

units that participate in the district [axe—entitledto—vote—-on—+the

appointment of board members] adopt resolutions providing for the

other method. However, a change under this subsection is not valid

if it requires any taxing unit to pay a greater proportion of the

appraisal district's costs than the unit would pay under Section

6.060 [ef—+this ecode] without the consent of the governing body of
that unit.
(e) A change in allocation of district costs made as

provided by this section remains in effect until changed in a manner
provided by this section or rescinded by resolution of a majority of

the governing bodies of the taxing units participating in the

district [

gnpder-Section6-03of thiscede].

SECTION 10. Section 6.063(b), Tax Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(b) The report of the audit is a public record. A copy of
the report shall be delivered to the presiding officer of the

governing body of each taxing unit participating in the district

[01 agibla +A szt A +ha o Tnntmant ~Ff 1 o4y a0~ rq-;vgr*'l—n'v'o] and a
oo = = T T — oottt Tt — o =* ot ,

3
TIT 33 T

reasonable number of copies shall be available for inspection at
the appraisal office.
SECTION 11. Section 52.092, Election Code, is amended by

adding Subsection (k) to read as follows:

11
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(k) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures for

the listing of the office of appraisal district director on the

ballot.

SECTION 12. The following sections of the Tax Code are

repealed:
(1) Sections 6.03(d)-(k) and (m) ;
(2) Sections 6.031(d)-(qg);
(3) Section 6.033;
(4) Section 6.034; and
(5) Section 6.10.
SECTION 13. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this

section, this Act takes effect January 1, 2005.

(b) Sections 3, 4, 11, and 14 of this Act take effect
September 1, 2004.

SECTION 14. (a) Appraisal district directors shall be
elected as provided by Section 6.03, Tax Code, as amended by this
Act, beginning with the general election conducted in November
2004. Members then elected take office January 1, 2005.

(b) The change in manner of selection of appraisal district
directors made by this Act does not affect the selection of
directors who serve on the board before January 1, 2005.

(c) The term of an appraisal district director serving on

December 31, 2004, expires on January 1, 2005.

12



