BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 12

By: Ked

Crimind Jurisprudence
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, thereis no law that specificaly addresses pegping activity in public facilities suchasrestrooms,
changing areas, or shower gdls. For example, if apersonisusngapublic toilet, and redizes that someone
ispeeping, thereis no specific violation with which to charge them. Whenthe suspect isidentified, officers
typicdly file a charge under Section 42.01(a)(2), Penal Code. However, this statute addresses offensive
gestures, not peeping activity. Sections42.01(a)(7) and (8) likewisedo not apply because the conduct must
be committed by the perpetrator while looking into a dwelling, hotel, or other smilar establishment.
Consequently, a charge which cites any of these sections may not be accepted by ajudge. C.SH.B. 12
makes it a crimind offense for a person to look into a public restroom or dressing room for a lewd or
unlawful purpose.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS
C.S.H.B. 12 amendsthe Pend Code to make it an offense for a person to look into an area, such as a
restroomor shower sl or changing or dressing room that is designed for privacy, for alewd or unlanful

purpose while on the premises of a public place.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute modifiesthe origind hill to combine the proposed language withexiding text to form asingle
subdivison. Wheress, the origina bill added the proposed language to the end of the list of subdivisons.
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