BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B.21

By: Corte

Public Hedlth

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, under Texaslaw aparent or guardian of aminor older than 15 may not request admissionof the
minor to aninpatient mental healthfacility without the minor’s consent. C.S.H.B. 21 would alow a parent
or guardian of aminor between the ages of 16 and 18 to request that a child with menta health needs be
admitted to an inpatient mental hedth facility.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee’s opinion that rulemaking authority is expresdy granted to the Texas Department of
Hedth in SECTION 3 (Section 572.003, Hedlth and Safety Code) of thishill.

ANALYSIS

Thishill amends the Hedlth and Safety Code, Section 572.001(a) to change from 16 to 18 the age of a
minor for whom a parent, managing conservator or guardian may request the admisson of aminor to an
inpatient menta hedthfadility. Amends Section572.001(c) to change from 16 to 18 the age of a minor for
whom a person or agency appointed as guardianor amanaging consarvator of aminor acting as an agent
of the state may request admission of the person without the person’s consent.

This bill amends Section 572.002, Hedlth and Safety Code by changing from 16 to 18 the age a which
voluntary consent must be signed for inpatient services.

This hill amends Section 575.003, Hedthand Safety Code, by adding that apersonadmitted under Section
572.002 (3)(B) has aright to be evaluated by a physician at regular intervas to determine the person’s
need for continued treatment. TDH by rule shdl establish the interval guiddines.

This bill amends Section 572.004, Hedlth and Safety Code by adding the requirement that on receipt of
awrittenrequest for discharge froma patient admitted under Section 572.002(3)(B), a fadility shdl natify
the patient’ s parent, managing conservator, or guardian of the request.

EFFECTIVE DATE
On passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The committee subgtitute retains current language dlowingaminor 16 and over to voluntarily admit themsdf
to amentd hedth facility and to be accepted for admisson by an adminidtrator. The committee subgtitute
includes language to guarantee a patient’s right to be evauated by a physician a regular intervas. The
committee subgtitute also del etes language in the origind that would mandate continued treatment of aminor
when a patient’s parent, managing conservator, or guardian disagreed with a minor’s written request for
discharge, but specifies that on receipt of awritten request for discharge from a patient, the facility shall
notify the patient’s parent, managing conservator, or guardian.
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