BILL ANALYSIS

H.B.51

By: Hill

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, legidators are permitted to represent another person, for compensation, before an
executive branch agency under certain circumstances. Legidators are required to disclose such
employment infilingswith the Ethics Commission. However, some have criticized this practice as cregting
the potentia for conflicts of interest. The purpose of House Bill 51 is to prohibit legidators from
representing another person for compensation before a state agency in the executive branch.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Itisthe opinion of the committee that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingitution.

ANALYSS

House Bill 51 amends Section572.052(a) of the Government Code to prohibit amember of the legidature
from representing another person for compensation before a state agency inthe executive branch of state
government. The bill also repedls Section 572.025 of the Government Code, which currently requires
members of the legidature to disclose such compensation on their financid statements.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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