BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 177

By: McCdl

House Committeeon  Business & Industry
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

As of 1999 there were an estimated 200 mail order bride companies; these arrange between 2000 and
5000 marriagesin the US each year. Thisis about 2% to 5% of al immigrants admitted as the wives of
US dtizens. According to thelmmigration and Naturdization Services (INS), the growth of these services
hasbeen phenomena. A study commissioned by INS cites growth of this market asareault of the break
up of the former Soviet Unionand the Internet. INS estimatesthat about 4% to 6% of the 100,000 women
seeking mail order marriage to a US citizen will find it.

Thisbill would regulate certain internationa matchmaking organizations, requiring dissemination of certain
information regarding crimind history, maritd history and basic rights information to prospective brides.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this hill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

Definitions of Basc rights information, Client, Crimind History Information, International Matichmaking
Organization(IMO), Maritd History and Recruit. For the purposes of thisAct, “ I nternationa matchmaking
organization" means a corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, or other legd entity that does business
in the United State' s and offersto clients dating, matrimonid, or socid referra services involving recruits
by: (A) exchanging names, telephone numbers, addresses, or gatistics; (B) selecting photographs; or C)
providing a socid environment for introducing clients to recruits in a country other thanthe United States.
Notice of avalability of crimind hisory, maritd history and badc rights to recruit. Requirements for
informationto be provided and displayed. Procedure for obtaining crimina and marita history. Providing
for aCivil Pendty. IMO that violates this act is subject to acivil penaty not to exceed $20,000 for each
violation. Consderations of penaty and authority outlined.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Effective date of this Act is September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

CSHB 177 modifies the origind by adding a definition for “bagic rights information” and renumbers
subsequent subsections. Provides aredefinition of International Matchmaking Organizationby deleting “for
afed’. Induson of “basc rightsinformation” ininformationto be provided to recruits. Requires IMO to
disseminateinformation no later than 30 days after it recaivesit. Providesthat IMO will pay for trandating
sarvices. Pendlty collected shdl be deposited to the credit of the compensation to victims of crime fund
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under Article 56.34, Code of Crimind Procedure. Section 6 of the origind bill is deeted in the subgtitute.
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