BILL ANALYSIS

C.SHB. 311

By: Villared

Public Hedlth

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Licensed Vocationa Nurses (LVNS) are a vitd component of our hedth care delivery sysem. These
professonds provide direct basic hedthcare in dinics, hospita's, nurang homes, home hedlth care settings
and more. Mogt hedth-careingtitutions could not function without LV Ns, especidly inlight of the shortage
of Registered Nurses (RNs). As we rely more heavily on this profession in increasingly varied settings,
medica directors and other administrators need frequent instructionfrom the Board of VVocational Nurse
Examiners (BVNE) to determine whether LV Nsmay perform certain tasksin specific settings. However,
the BVNE may only statewhat it believesis appropriate. There are no definitive answers because LVNsS
are licensed under a “title control act” which amply requires anyone caling themselves a Licensed
Vocationad Nurseto actudly be licensed.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee’ s authority that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

CSHB 311 statesthat this bill may be cited asthe Licensed V ocationa Nursing Practice Act and proceeds
to daify to whom the chapter applies. The hill provides that the board may enforce and adopt rules
necessary to perform their duties, regulate the practice of vocational nursing, establish standards of
professiona conduct, and determine whether an act congtitutes voceationd nurang. The bill providesfor the
creation of a practice advisory committee that will advise the Board of Vocational Nurse Examiners on
scope of practiceissues. Theboard will consst of acombination of RNs, LV NS, and representativesfrom
hedlthcareassociations, nurang educationd ingtitutions, and people appointed fromvarious State agencies.
The bill assures confidentidity of any complaint or investigation taken by the BVNE concerning aLVN.
Thehill provides safe-harbor protectionfor LVNs. Additiondly, the peer review processwhich hasbeen
avalable to RNsis now extended to LVNsin this bill.

EFFECTIVE DATE
September 1, 2003

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The Committee Subdtitute differs from the origina verson by:

. eiminating reference to Avocationd nursaing consulting services in the applicability chapter;

. clarifying that vocationd nurses may not delegate tasks to unlicensed persons, but may continue
to assign tasks dready delegated by aregistered nurse or medica doctor;

. dipulating that vocationa nurses must continue to work under the supervisonof aregistered nurse
or medical doctor;

. addinglanguage requiring the formation of an advisory committee whichwill consult withthe Board
of Vocationa Nurse Examinersprior to decisions that may impact the scope of practice or exiding
use of vocationa nursesin certain hedth-care settings;

. replaceslanguage pertaining to Asafe harbor( and mandatory reporting requirementswithlanguage
that is consstent with smilar sections within the Nurse Practice Act; and

. clarifiesthat the nurse practice act does not gpply to services ddivered to certain disabled persons
served by the voucher payment program under Section 531.051 of the Government Code.
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