BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 325

By: McCdl

Law Enforcement

Committee Report (Amended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, the pendty for providing faseinformationto a peace officer isa Class C misdemeanor.
Thisisacime that exposes Texans to identity theft and places offenses on their crimind records that they
did not commit. According to the FBI, identity theft is one of the fastest-growing crimes in the United
States. Studies show that about one in five families in this country has been a victim of identity theft.
Myriadsof federal government reports, prepared by suchagenciesasthe GAO, INS, and FBI, have linked
the crime of identity theft to many other serious crimes including mass fraud, people trafficking, and even
terror organizationactivities. The Federa Trade Commission estimatesthat the average victim spends 175
hours and $1,100 in out-of-pocket expenses deding with identity theft. The current language of Pend
Code Section 38.02 does not take into account the prevaence or severity of identity theft. House Bill 325
increases the pendty for providing fase information to a peace officer.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this hill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 325 amends Section 38.02(c) of the Pena Code to increase the pendty for intentiona refusa
to give one's name, address, or date of birth to a peace officer, or intentiona provison of a fase or
fictitious name, address, or date of birth to apeace officer fromaClass C to a Class B misdemeanor. The
hill amends Section 38.02(d) of the Penal Code to increase the pendty from a Class B to a Class A
misdemeanor in cases wherein the offender is shown onthe trid of an offense under Section38.02 to have
been afugitive from judtice a the time the offense was committed.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS

Committee Amendment No. 1 increasesfromaClassC to a Class B misdemeanor the pendty for aperson
who intentiondly gives a fdse or fictitious name, address, or date of birth to a peace officer. The
amendment increases from a Class B to a Class A misdemeanor the pendty for adefendant who givesa
fase or fictitious name, address, or date of birth to a peace officer and is shown to have beenafugitive at
the time of the commissionof the offense. The amendment |leavesthe pendty for aperson who intentionaly
refuses to give his or her name, address, or date of birth to apeace officer the same as under current law.
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