BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B.411

By: Grusendorf

Public Education

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND

Texas suffers from awidey recognized teacher shortage which is especidly acute in the areaof science.
Teachers could be recruited and the performance of Texas students on assessment exams could be
improved with increased resources for science ingtruction and continuing education of science teachers.
PURPOSE

C.S.H.B. 411 creates science training programs for teachers, tutoring programs for students, and a grant

program for master science teachers.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It isthe committee’ sopinionthat rulemakingauthorityis expresdy granted to the commissioner of education
iNSECTION 2 (Section21.413, Education Code) and SECTION 4 (Section 29.089, Education Code)
of thishill.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 411 amends the Education Code to require the State Board for Educator Certification to
edtablishamagter scienceteacher certificate (certificate) and setsforth digibility requirementsfor ateacher
to receive a certificate. The hill requires the commissoner of education (commissioner) to establish a
madter science teacher grant program to encourage teachers to become certified as master science
teachersand towork withstudents and other teachersto improve sudent science performance. Fromfunds
appropriated for that purpose, the commissioner is required to make grants, in the amount of $5,000, to
school digtricts to pay stipends to selected certified master  science teachers who teach at high-need
campuses. The hill requires the commissioner, by rule, to annudly identify and rank, in order of greatest
need, each high-need campus.

The hill authorizes a school digtrict to gpply to the commissioner for grants to pay stipends to certified
magter science teachers. The bill sets forth the criteria for evaluating and approving applications. The hill
a0 setsforth provisons regarding the gpplication of digtrictsfor the grants, and the distribution, funding,
use, and auditing of the grants. The hill requires the commissioner to develop and make available training
material and resources for school digtricts to use in asssting science teachers in developing expertisein
teaching science.

The hill authorizes a school didtrict to provide an intensve after-school or summer program to provide
scienceingdructionto studentswho are performing poorly inscience. Thehill setsforth provisons regulating
the manner in which a digtrict must administer such a program. The bill requires the commissioner to, by
rule, establish procedures regarding the applicationof school digtricts for funding, adopt guiddines for the
selection of digtrictsto receive funding, require the administrationof assessment exams by the didtricts, and
disseminate information regarding successful instructional methods. The bill provides that an after-school
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or summer program shdl be paid with funds appropriated for that purpose.
The hill reenacts and amends Section 822.201(b), Government Code, relating to the definition of salary

and wages. The State Board for Educator Certification shall propose rules establishing requirements and
prescribing an examination for master science teacher certification by January 1, 2005 (SECTION 6).

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B. 411 modifies the origind verson by removing the provisons relating to the development of
professional development indtitutesfor teacherswho provideingructioninscience. C.S.H.B. 411 modifies
the origind by removing provisons rdaing assessment insdruments that a school digtrict may use to
diagnose student science Kills.

C.SH.B. 411 modifies the origina by adding that training materids developed by the commissoner for

ass ging science teachersin devel oping expertiseinteaching science must address ingructiond approaches
designed to reduce identified digparities in student science performance.
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