BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 534

By: King

Transportation

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Each automobile in the State of Texas is required to have front and back license plates. The Specialty
License Plate Program creates license plates withuniversity and organizationlogoswiththe proceeds from
the sdle appropriated to further the cause of the organization.

The fee assessed for most specidty license plates is $25, a portion of which is credited to the State
Highway Fund to cover the cost of producing the license. Theremaining amount is set asdein the Genera
Revenue Fund that is gppropriated by the bi-annua appropriations bill to the organization. Currently, the
Texas State Rifle Association (TSRA) has a specidty license plate designated as a Non-Profit
Organization. TSRA supports gun safety education and training programsthat are essentia to reduce the
number of gun-related accidents eachyear. Recently, they have given asgnificant amount of grant money
to the State 4-H Marksmanship Program.  TSRA aso has endowed the George Tubb Memorid
Scholarship awarded yearly for a Texas A&M University sudent thet is an active shooting competitor.
Thislegidationwould continue this and future scholarships supported by the TSRA, and provide grantsto
4-H shooting programs to promote safety educeation.

CSHB 534 will afford the opportunity for many students to attend college by reducing the cost of tuition
that will surely rise asaresult of the state budget shortfall.

CSHB 534 creates incentive opportunities for high school and college students that are interested in a
career inmilitary service. Theseincentivesareimportant especialy with theincreasing pped of theprivate
industry reducing the number of military personndl.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additionad rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

CSHB 534 reclassfiesthe existing TSRA specidty license plate to alow the proceeds from the sde to
fund scholarships for university and high school studentsinvolved in marksmanship programs

The $25 annud fee for the gpecidty license platewill be dispensed to two accounts. To cover the cost of
issuing the plates, $8 of the $25 annud feewill be deposited into the State Highway Fund. The remaining
monies will be digtributed to the Texas A&M University System that will alocate the college student
scholarships.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subdtitute differsfromthe origind in that the subgtitute specificaly changes the funding dlocationfrom
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TexasA&M Universtyto the A&M Systemto dlowfor the funding of scholarshipsfor 4-H Club shooting
programs that promote safety education in addition to other scholarship programs currently supported by
TSRA.
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