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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current datute a magistrate may digoose of certain property if it falsinto one of the currently listed
categories. The magistrate may not dispose of property in a category not listed in current statute. The
purpose of House Bill 559 isto expand the lig of property for whicha magistrate may dispose of to indlude
“obscene devise or materia.” The bill dso darifies the definition of “obsceng’ and “obscene device’ as
having the meanings defined in Section 43.21, Pend Code.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiond rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 559 amends the Code of Crimina Procedure, to add “obscene device or materias’ to thelist
of property the magistrateis required to dispose of inaccordance with Paragraph (a) of Artide 18.18. The
hill redefines “ ohscene device,” ddetes the definition of “obscene materid” and defines “ obscene”

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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