BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B.674

By: Madden

Juvenile Jugtice & Family Issues
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Through the Family Support Act of 1998, non-custodial parentswho experienceareduction inincome are
able to request a decreaseinther child support by getting downward modifications, however, only afew
state agencies work to implement this policy since they are federdly rembursed for every child-support
dollar they collect. Civilians caled up for active miliary duty must oftenleave the private sector to fulfill ther
military obligations, which usudly entails a pay cut.

Egablishing awithholding order commensurate withtheir level of pay, so as not to bring onadded hardship
due to their deployment, will ensure compliance witha child support. Intheleast, Texasand our nationowe
reservistsor those who are part of the military, an automatic adjustment in child support whenwarranted
for the time they are cdled up for active duty.

C.S.H.B.674 would implement a provison for obtaining a modification in child support, when military
personnd are caled up for active duty.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additionad rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter E, Chapter 156 of the Family Code by adding Section
156.410, which establishes (a) for the purposes of Section 156.401(8)(1), the
fact that an obligor has been cdled into active military serviceinany branch of the
United States armed forces isamaterid and substantiad change in circumstances
if thet active military service is for at least 30 consecutive days, and resultsina
decreaseinthe obligor’ s net resourcesduringthe period of service. (b) Etablishes
the method by which an obligor must request a modification of a child support
order for purposes of Sect. 156.401(a)(1).

SECTION 2. Prospective provisons clause.
SECTION 3. This Act takes effect immediatdy if it receives a vote of two-thirds of al the
members eected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article I11, Texas

Condtitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect,
this Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B.674 modifies the origind H.B.674 by adding Section 156.410(c) to provide that the custodial
parent or guardianwho isthe recipient of child support payments may file amotion in the court where the
order was last modified upon return of the obligor from active military sarvice if they wish to have the
support payments reflect an upward adjusment in the obligor’s pay after they have secured ajob in the
private or public sector.
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