BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 679

By: Tdton

Corrections

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, twice-convicted sex offenders have the option of undergoing an orchiectomy (surgica
cadtration). Since the inception of this option in 1997, only one inmate has elected to undergo this
procedure despite the current existence of around 26,900 incarcerated sex offenders. The Texas
Department of Crimind Justice (TDCJ) supplieslittie to no informationabout this option to inmatesdigible
for this procedure. HB 679 smply requires TDCJ to notify al digible inmates of their legd option for an
orchiectomy.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS
The hill amends Section501.061, Government Code, by adding Subsection(a-1) whichrequiresthe TDCJ

inditutiond divison to inform digible inmates of their right to undergo an orchiectomy.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003
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