BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 815

By: Hupp
State Culturd and Recreationa Resources
Committee Report (Substitutued)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The current law does not dlow landownersto hunt depredating animass, such asferd hogs, or to protect
their land from such animas without first purchasing a hunting license from the State of Texas. Fera hogs
have been destroying farmland across the State by causing physica damage to crops and by creeting large
divotsin the land, which in turn depletes the monetary vaue of the property. C.SH.B. 815 will dlow a
landowners, landowners agents and residents who lease land to take ferd hogs that are damaging the

property.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or ingtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 815 amends the Parks and Wildife Code by adding as an exception that a resdent and non
resdent landowner or landowner’s agent or lessee may take feral hogs causng depredation on the
landowner’ s land without having acquired a hunting license.

C.S.H.B. 815 amends the Parks and Wildife Code by providing that nothing prevents a landowner or

landowner’s agent or lessee from taking fera hogs causing depredation on the landowner’ s land without
having acquired a permit under the provisons of this bill.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subdtitute differs from the origind by dlowing a landowner or the landowner’s agent to “take” ferd
hogs causing depredationto the landowners property without having acquired a hunting license. Wheress,
the origind dlowed a landowner to “hunt” feral hogs causng depredation to the landowners property
without having acquired a hunting license. The substitute also provides an exception, not included in the
origind, for anonresdent landowner or the landowner’ s agent to take ferad hogs causing depredation on
the nonresident landowner’ s land without having acquired a hunting license.

C.SH.B. 815 78(R) Page1of 1



