BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 1015

By: Miller

State Affairs

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, state agencies and governmentd entitiesare authorized to disclose anindividud’ ssocial
security number to anyone who regquestsit, unlessthe individud fdls within certain categoriesfor whichthe
socia security number is excepted from disclosure (e.g., government employees, peace officers, crime
victims, etc.). Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimesinthe nation, and oftendl that anindividud
needsin order to perpetrate identity theft isthe victim’s name, date of birth, and socid security number.
Without a change in the law, individuds are a higher risk of having their identity olen. The purpose of
C.S.H.B. 1015isto prohihit the disclosure of a person’s socia security number to amember of the public
by a governmentd entity under certain circumstances without that person’ s written consent.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the opinion of the committee that this hill does not expressy delegate any additional rulemaking
authority to a sate officer, department, agency, or ingtitution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 1015 adds Section 552.140 of the Government Code to prohibit a governmenta body from
disclosng aperson’ s socia security number to amember of the public in certain circumstances without that
person’ swrittenconsent. The consent must be given onaclear and understandable formthat the attorney
generd isrequired to prescribefor that purpose. Thebill providesthat if the consent formis part of alarger
document, the consent form must be a separate page of the larger document and the person’ s Sgnature

must appear on that page.

The hill does not prohibit the disclosure of a person’s socid security number without the person’ s consent:

«to afederd, state, or locd governmenta entity for alegitimate governmenta purpose;

by alocal governmenta bodly if the socia security number was contained ininformationthat was created,

assembled, or first maintained by or for the loca governmenta body before September 1, 2003, and the

disclosure of the number is not otherwise prohibited by law;

*t0 a private vendor as necessary to alow the vendor to perform a service for a governmenta body
under a contract with the governmenta body (the vendor likewise may only disclose the number as

necessary for this purpose);

«in connection with the collection of ddinquent child support payments; and

«if the personwhose socia security number is disclosed has been convicted of afelony, and the disclosure

is relevant to establishing the person’ sidentity.

The hill dso amends Section 552.024 of the Government Code (Electing to Disclose Address and
Teephone Number) to provide that Subsection (d) of that section does not authorize the release of a
person’s socia security number to the extent it is protected from disclosure under proposed Section
552.140 or other law.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, September 1, 2003.
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B. 1015 adds four additional exceptions to the prohibitionagaing the disclosure of aperson’ ssocia
security number which are described in proposed Section 552.140(b) of the Government Code. Unlike
the original, the subgtitute does not remove references to a social security number from various other
sections of the Public Information Act. The subgtitute adds language which amends Section 552.024 of
the Government Code as described above.
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