BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1129

By: Farar

Land & Resource Management
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Sincethe City of Houston is not zoned, it has to rely heavily on deed restrictions to stop the encroachment
of noncompatible land uses and ingppropriate development. Currently, the City of Houston's Legd
Department, Neighborhood Protection Divison, can enforce three different types of deed restrictions:
resdentia use, setbacks and the lot Sze and number of structureson alot. Recently, when petitioning the
city to enforce deed redtrictions, many citizens have beentold that the deed restrictions aretoo vague and
ambiguous to be enforcegble. This bill attemptsto ameliorate this problem by more explicitly stating what
types of deed restrictions the city can enforce.

H.B. 1129 pertains only to the City of Houston and is intended to help ensure that communities can
implement and enforceappropriatedeed redrictions to ensurethat older and lower incomeresidentia areas
have the tools they need to help revitdize their communities.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSS
SECTION 1. Amends Section 212.132, Loca Government Code, as follows:
Changes the definition of “restriction” from “limitation” to “land use regulations’
that:
Affects the “character of the use” of red property, induding “residentid
and rental property.”
Regulates or redtricts the type of activities that may take place on the
property, including commercid activities, kegping of animds, use of fires,
nuisance activities, vehicle sorage, parking.
Regulates architectura features of a structure, congtruction of fences,
landscaping, garbage disposd, or noise levels.
Specifies the type of maintenance that must be performed on a lot or
gructure, including ayard or fence.
SECTION 2. Effective date.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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