BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 1476

By: Truitt

Elections

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

During the past severa legidaive sessons, the law has been changed to alow certain unopposed
candidates, including thosein local races and in specid eections to fill vacancies in the legidature, to be
declared dected. This policy promotes efficiency in eection adminigration, creates smpler balots, and
hel ps reduce the costs of dections. CSHB1476 authorizes unopposed candidates for state and county
officesto be declared elected.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that rulemaking authority is expresdy delegated to the secretary of datein
SECTION 2 (Section 2.056, Election Code) of this hill.

ANALYSIS

CSHB 1476 amends the Election Code by authorizing a certifying authority to declareacandidatefor an
office of the state or county government elected to that office if the candidate is the only person whose
nameisto appear on the balot for that officeand if no candidate’ sname isto be placed onthe lis of write-
in candidates for that office.

The bill provides, if an unopposed candidate for state or county office is declared eected, that aneection
isnot held for that office and that the name of the candidate is listed on the balot as el ected to the office.
The bill setsforthprovisons rdaing to the placement of the these candidates names onthe badlot. Thehill
authorizes the secretary of state, by rule, to prescribe any additional procedures as necessary to
accommodate a particular voting system or balot syle and to facilitate the efficdent and cost-effective
implementationof provisions relating to unopposed candidatesfor an office of state or county government.

The hill requiresthe certifyingauthority to issue a certificate of € ectionto an unopposed candidatefor office
of gate or county government declared elected inthe same manner as provided for a candidate elected at
an dection.

The hill provides that the provisons rdaing to unopposed candidates for office of state or county
government supersede those relating to separate listing of unopposed candidates and bloc vating, to the
extent of any conflict.

The hill provides that the provisions relating to unopposed candidates for an office of state or county
government gpply to generd dections for those offices only.

EFFECTIVE DATE

November 4, 2003, subject to voter approval of the conditutiona amendment authorizing the legidature
to permit a person to take office without an eection if the person is the only candidate to qudify in an
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dection for that office.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

CSHB 1476 modifies the origind adding rulemaking authority for the secretary of Sate.

The subdtitute modifies the origind by adding provisons relaing to the placement of the unopposed
candidates names on the ballot.

The substitute modifiesthe origind by adding the provisionthat provisions reaing to unopposed candidates
for office of state or county government supersede those relating to separate listing of unopposed
candidates and bloc voting, to the extent of any conflict.

The subgtitute modifies the origind by removing references to precinct offices.
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