BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 1487

By: Driver

Licenang & Adminidrative Procedures
Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Whilesome Texasmunicipditiesand regions have licenang programs for eectricians, there are no minmum
standardsinstatelaw. Forty-one states, not induding Texas, licenseectricians and el ectrica contractors
to protect the public and ensure the safety of those working with dectricity. C.S.H.B. 1487 enacts the
Texas Electrica Safety and Licenang Act, whichprovide minmum standardsfor eectricians and eectrical
contractorsin Texas.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinionthat rulemaking authority is expresdy granted to the executive director of the
Texas Depatment of Licenang and Regulationin SECTION 1 (Section 1305.101, Section 1305.102,
Section 1305.151, Section 1305.167 and Section 1305.168, Occupations Code) or to the Texas
Commissionof Licenang & Regulationin SECTION 1 (Section1305.101, Occupations Code) inthishill.

ANALYSIS

CSHB1487 establishes an el ectrica safety and licengng program under the Texas Department of Licensng
and Regulaion. Edablishes the Texas Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board to advise the
Department on technica matters including examinations, licensing sandards, eectrica cord requirements
and continuing education. Establishes the Nationd Electricd Code as the dectrica codein Texas. The
Texas State Electrica Safety and Licenang Advisory Board will be comprised of nine members appointed
by the presding officer of the governing board of the Department. The advisory board will have three
magter eectricians, threejourneymendectricians and three public members. The committee subgtitute sets
forth licenang requirements for master eectricians, master sign eectricians, journeyman dectricians,
journeymandgn e ectricians, residentia wiremen, maintenancee ectricians, electrica contractors, electrica
sgn contractors, and eectrica apprentices. A municipaity or region may not require aperson to take a
municipd or regiond examif the personhas a date license. Legidation does not prohibit amunicipdity or
regionfromrequiring ingpections, offering examinations, issuing municipa licensesor collecting license and
examination fees. Electrical work must be ingtaled in accordance with al gpplicable loca ordinances or
in accordance with standards at least as stringent as those contained in the National Electrica Code.
Allowsthe Department to establishreciprocal agreementswith states have equivaent standards. Violation
of this Act is a Class C misdemeanor. The committee subgstitute authorizes the Department to impose
adminidrative pendtiesand to issue cease and desist orders. Provides grand fathered licenses for persons
working as dectricians or dectrica contractors meeting specified requirements. Provides for effective
dates for various provisons.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003
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COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

CSHB1487 differs fromthe origind by providing that the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
will adminigter the dectrica safety and licenang act rather than an independent agency. As aresult of
placing the programunder an exiding agency, anumber of the provisons were either deleted or added to
conform to operations of the Department. The subgtitute revises exemption language to more accurately
describe the work being exempted and adds severa other exemptions. Under the substitute, the Texas
Electricd Safety and Licenang Advisory Board will be appointed by the Department’ s governing body
rather than the Governor and will advise the Department on technical matters. Authority granted to the
board under the origina hill, is granted to the Department and the Department is required to hire an
occupational and code specialist to oversee the program. The subgtitute providesfor annua licensng and
requiresfour hours per year of continuing educationfor renewa. CSHB1487 dso authorizesthe executive
director to impose adminidrative pendtiesand issue ceaseand desist orders. The effective datesfor various
provisions are revised in the subdtitute as requested by the Department.
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