BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1592

By: Nixon

Crimind Jurisprudence
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Inpast committee hearings, we have heard testimony fromvictims where adoctor had operated or treated
a patient while under the influence of acohal or drugs. The intent of thishill is to make such behavior by
medical professonds acrimind offense-- whenthe life or hedthof apatient isendangered. Such conduct
should not betolerated, and should be treated as crimind behavior. A person who driveswhileintoxicated
and injures or kills someone is subject to crimind punishment—a medicd professond who injures or kills
a patient while intoxicated should be treated smilaly. House Bill 1592 makesit an offense for aperson
licensed or regulated under the Medicad Practice Act to perform a procedure while intoxicated.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 1592 makes it an offense for a person licensed or regulated under the Medical Practice Act to
perform a procedure while intoxicated. The offenseis agate jail felony.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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