BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1648

By: Morrison

Juvenile Jugtice & Family Issues
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Current law now provides that any person, other than afoster parent, may joinalawauit or file an origind
it if that person can prove actua possession of achild for aperiod of sx months. Additionaly, aperson,
other than afoster parent, may joinalawsuit or fileanorigind st if that person can prove that a child and
the child’s managing, conservator, or guardian have lived with the person for a period of six months and
the child’s managing, conservator, or guardian are now deceased. However, afoster parent must have a
child in ther home for aminimum of one year before they have legd standing to file alawsuit for adoption
or any other purpose.

House Bill 1648 would smply dlow a person who is the foster parent of a child to adopt achild at any
time after the person has been approved to adopt the child.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this hill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 102.003, Family Code by adding Subsection (c) which provides
that a person who is the foster parent of a child may file suit to adopt a child for
whom the person is providing foster care at any time after the person has been
approved to adopt the child. Thestanding tofile suit under this subsection gpplies
only to the adoption of achild who is digible to be adopted.

SECTION 2. (8 ThisAct takeseffect September 1, 2003. (b) Thechangeinlaw madeby this
Act appliesonly to aauit affecting the parent-child rdaionship filed on or &fter the
effective date of thisAct. A suit affecting the parent-child relationship filed before
that date is governed by the law in effect on the date the it was filed, and the
former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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