BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 1719

By: Goodman

State Affairs

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Currently, the State Board of Educationrequires school boards to conduct team building sessons. These
sessions are not excepted fromthe open meetings requirements of Chapter 551 of the Government Code.
The candid exchange between board membersthat is essentia for effective team building may not take
placeif the team building sesson occursin a public forum. The purpose of C.S.H.B. 1719 isto provide
that a school board is not required to conduct an open meeting to deliberate in a team building session
required by rule of the State Board of Education unless a member of the school board requests that the
team building sesson occur in an open mesting.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the opinion of the committee that this bill does not grant any additiona rulemaking authority to a date
officer, department, indtitution, or agency.

ANALYSS

C.S.H.B. 1719 amendsSection 551.074, Government Code to providethat a school board isnot required
to conduct an open mesting to ddiberate in ateam building sessionrequired by rule of the State Board of
Education, unless a member of the school board requests that the session occur in an open meseting.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act does not receive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B. 1719 gpplies only to a school board, whereas the origind hill allowed a governmental body
subject to Chapter 551 to conduct, in a closed meeting, a sdf-evauation of the governmental body’s
performance as a whole. The substitute also removes language in the original which provided that a
governmental body is not required to meet in open sesson when ddiberating the appointment, duties,
discipline, or dismissa of one or more public officers or of a public employee. In addition, the provison
relaing to the effective date of the Act was changed.
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