BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1895

By: Hope
Crimind Jurisprudence
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Immediate family members of deceased crime vidims often suffer pecuniary losses of wages and travel
expensesasadirect result of the suddenand unexpected death of their loved one(s) due to avidlent crime.
Most close survivors of a vicim are not in a position to absorb this unexpected financial loss. Some
employers offer a paid bereavement leave to their employees, however, it is not the practice of dl
employers.

The sudden emationd traumamakes it impossble for most close survivors of the victim to function well
enough to adequatdly performther job duties. Depending on the nature of their jobs, thiscould placethem
at serious risk of harming themsdves or others. Inaddition, imeisrequired of the survivorsto make funerd
and burid arrangements, attend the funerd, deal withthe initid investigetive processimmediatdy following
the death, and deal withthe oftenunexpected legd and/or business matters that require their time. Rardly
isasurvivor afforded time to grieve the lossof thair loved one(s) beforethey are forced to return to work
for finandd reasons. Not being able to taketime to grieve and address the trauma of thar loss has caused
long lasting and adverse emotiona repercussions for many close survivors of a deceased victim.

House Bill 1895 provides limited compensation for certain survivors of deceased crime victims for out-of -
pocket travel expenses associated with attending the funerd, and provides a bereavement period to
reimburse lost wages for up to 10 work days, or a maximum of $1,000.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that rulemaking authority previoudy delegated to the attorney generd is
modified in SECTION 2 (Article 56.42, Code of Crimina Procedure) of thishill.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 1895 amendsthe Code of Crimina Procedure to indude among those who may receive money
from the Crime Victim Compensation Fund, someone who incursexpenses for traveling to and attending
afunerd service. It dso definestraveing expenses and time missed fromwork (for amaximum of tendays)
while attending a funerd as a “pecuniary loss’ which may be reimbursed through the Crime Victim
Compensation Fund. The hill dlows the attorney generd to compensate recipients of Crime Vidims
Compensation funds for lost wages, which may not exceed $1,000.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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