BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 1979

By: Puente

Natura Resources

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

IN2002, therewere 6,173 sanitary sewer overflows in the State of Texas, discharging 190 million gallons
of wastewater. The EPA estimates that 42 percent of sanitary sewer overflows are a result of grease
blocking pipes. The proper useof greasetrapsby food servicefacilitiesand restaurants can €iminate many
of these overflows.

C.S.H.B. 1979 addresses sanitary sewer overflow problems by directing the Texas Commission on
Environmentd Qudity (TCEQ) to adopt criteria establishing mode standards to prevent the discharge of
untreated wastewater from sanitary sewers.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Requiresthe TCEQ to etablishcriteria for evauating sanitary sewer overflowsresultingfrom
a blockage due to grease. Considerations must include whether the spill could have been prevented,
whether the effects of the spill were minimized and whether the Soill was reported in accordance with law
under Section 26.039(e), Water Code. The TCEQ is aso directed to consider the adoption and
enforcement of a set of mode standards for grease management to prevent or mitigate spills.

SECTION 2. Providesthat the commissonshdl adopt modd standards designed to prevent the discharge
of untreated wastewater from sanitary sewers. Components of the model standardsincluderoutine cleaning
of greasetraps, aminimum schedule for grease trap deaning, exceptions fromthe cleaningschedule, proper
inddlationof greasetraps, dterndtive treetment methods to prevent blockages, a uniform manifest system
and a pendty schedule.

SECTION 3. Requiresthe TCEQ toadopt therequired criteria and model standards not |ater thanthe 90
day after the effective date of the Act.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.SH.B. 1979 makes only clarifying changes to the origina verson on page 1 of the bill, which include:
The subdtitute darifiesin SECTION 1 (f) that the criteria adopted by the commissonare meant to address

sanitary sewer overflows that occur as a result of “a blockage due to grease” instead of as a result of
“something other than arainfdl event” as dated in the origindl.
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Inaddition, ds0inSECTION 1, new subsection(g), Section 26.049, Water Code, the substitute darifies
that evidence will be consdered by the commission if it is recognized by the executive director of the
agency and not the “executive director for grease management” as stated in the origind.
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