BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1997

By: Gutierrez

Transportation

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The purpose of this hill is to provide a legal and regulatory structure for the introduction of a new
trangportation technology that is not currently defined in Texas transportation law. Texas law currently
does not outline nor include statutory parameters for the operation of such a device on the streets and
sdewaks of the sate. The unique features of this device and its potentia for widespread use in the date
require that it be specificaly defined and regulated in the Statutes.

House Bill 1997 definesthis technol ogy as an Electric Personal Assstive Mobility Device that hastwo non-
tandem whedls, is sdlf-baancing, propelled by an dectric propulsion system and used to transport one

person.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a dtate officer, department, agency, or indtitution.

ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. An owner of an eectric persond assigtive mobility device (EPAMD) is not required to
register the device with the State.

SECTION 2. An EPAMD is not defined as a motor vehicle under Sec. 541.201(11), Transportation
Code.

SECTION 3. An EPAMD is not defined as a “dow-moving vehicle’ as prescribed under Sec.
547.001(7), Transportation Code.

SECTION 4. Sec. 551.001 only appliesto apersonoperating abicycle onahighway or apath set asde
for bicycles.

SECTION 5. ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES. Defines an eectric
personal assigtive mobility device as a two non-tandem whedled device designed for moving one person,
and the device is sdf-baancing and propelled by an dectric propulsion system withan average power of
750 watts or one horsepower. A person may operate an EPAMD on aroadway with a speed limit less
than 35 miles per hour. A personmay not operate an EPAMD onaroadway designed for speeds greater
than 35 milesper hour unlessoperated onapart of the roadway set aside exclusvely for bicycle operation.
A person may not operate an EPAMD on a roadway where bicycles are prohibited. A person may
operate an EPAMD on a path set asde for bicycles operation. All other bicycle provisons gpply to an
EPAMD. A person may operate an EPAMD on a sidewalk.

SECTION 6. An EPAMD isnot defined as a“motor vehicle”

EFFECTIVE DATE
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September 1, 2003
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