BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 2032

By: Hochberg

Sate Affars

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Inthe 77thsession of the Texas Legidaure, House Bill 2589 was passed protecting the confidentiaity of
email addresses used in dectronic communications with government agencies. The language in that
legidation has been read by some agencies, specificdly the Office of the Attorney Generd, to be more
redrictive thanintended, preventing agenciesfromreleasing e-mail addresses on public documents or when
sharing information among themsalves. The purpose of House Bill 2032 isto darify those issues.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Itisthe opinion of the committee that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority
to a date officer, department, agency, or ingitution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 2032 amends Section552.137 of the Government Code to darify that e-mail addressesare not
confidentid if they are:

provided to a governmental body by a person who has a contractud relationship with the governmenta
body or by the contractor’ s agent;

eprovided to a governmenta body by a vendor who seeks to contract withthe governmenta body or by
the vendor’ s agent;

scontained in a response to a request for bids or proposas or similar invitations soliciting offers or
informationrelaing to a potential contract, or provided to agovernmenta body inthe course of negatiating
the terms of the contract or potentia contract; or

sprovided to agovernmenta body on aletterhead, coversheet, printed document, or other document made
available to the public.

House Bill 2032 dso dlarifiesthat agovernmenta body is not prevented fromdisclosing ane-mail address
for any reason to another governmentd body or to afederal agency.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2003.
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