BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 2061

By: Grusendorf

Public Education

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND

Under current law, if disciplinary action is being taken againgt a student, whensucha student transfersfrom
acharter school to a public school the charter school is not required to send a copy of a student’ s order
of disciplinary actionto the public school. This canresult inapublic school’ sadminigtrationbeing unaware
of some student transferee’ s disciplinary problems. However, in smilar transfers between public schools,
acopy of the order of disciplinary action is required.

PURPOSE

House Bill 2061 requires charter schools to send atransferring student’ sorder of disciplinary actionto the
enrolling schooal, just as public schools are required to do.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this bill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

House Bill 2061 amends the Education Code to require the governing body of adistrict or schoal taking
disciplinary action againgt a sudent to provide acopy of the order of disciplinary action to another school
or didgrict if the student subsequently enrolls inanother digtrict or school. The bill authorizes the digtrict or
schoal in which the student enralls to continue the disciplinary actionunder the terms of the order or alow
the student to attend regular classes without completing the period of disciplinary action.

The hill defines disciplinary action as a sugpensgon, expulson, placement in an dternative education
program, or other limitation in enrollment digibility of a student by adistrict or school. The bill definesa
digtrict or school to incdludeanindependent school digtrict, ahome-rule school digtrict, acampus or campus
program charter holder, or an open-enrollment charter school.

The hill repedls Section 37.008(j), Education Code, relating to students placed in dterndive education
programs enralling in another school digtrict.

This Act applies beginning with the 2003-2004 school year.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Upon passage, or, if the Act doesnot recaive the necessary vote, the Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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