BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2078

By: Driver

Law Enforcement

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current law, a court is authorized to defer disposition on traffic offenses, and the court is required
to dlow a person recaving deferred dispostion to complete an approved driving safety course or
motorcycle operator traning course, as appropriate, if the person requests the course. The court is
required to dismiss the charge if the person completes the driving safety course. A personisnot eigible
to have acharge dismissed by taking a course for certain offenses listed in the statute. However, statelaw
does not prohibit a court from granting deferred disposition or deferred adjudication for these offenses.
C.S.H.B. 2078 would require a court to order the completion of an approved driving safety courseif a
person commits certain traffic offenses and is not sentenced to confinement in jail, is placed on deferred
disposition, or is granted a deferred adjudication.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this hill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 2078 amends Chapter 12 of the Penal Code by adding Section 12.50 entitled “ Court-Ordered
Driving Sefety Course.” This section applies only to an offense under statutes pertaining to the following:

* Violation of a state traffic law in a construction or maintenance work zone when workers are
present;

* lllegally passing a school bus,

* Fallure to yield or stop when an authorized emergency vehicle approaches,

* Speeding 25 miles per hour or more over the speed limit;

* Reckless driving;

* Racing on a highway;

* Violation of the graduated driver’ s license law; and

» Causing an accident involving damage to avehicle

The requirements of this bill aso gpply to atraffic offense that is a dlass C misdemeanor moving violaion
committed by a person age 25 or younger.

If a person is convicted of one of the above offenses and is not sentenced to confinement injal or if a
personisgranted adeferred dispositionor deferred adjudicationfor one of these offenses, then in addition
to any fine, charge, adminidrative fee, or specia expense imposed on the defendant, the judge or justice
of the court mugt order the defendant to complete a driving safety course and present a certificate of
completion to the court by a set date. If a person who received deferred adjudication or deferred
dispositionfor an offense covered under Subsection (@) of this bill, and was therefore ordered to complete
the course pursuant to Subsection (b), falsto submit a certificate proving the person compl eted the course
by the conclusion of the deferra period, the bill authorizes the court to impose the fine or other sentence
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on the person. If aperson ordered to take a driver safety course under this subsection failsto submit a
certificate proving the personcompleted the course, the bill authorizes the court to order the Department
of Public Safety (DPS) to suspend the person’ s driver’ s license for up to 90 days. A license suspended
under the provisons of this hill may not be reinstated or another license issued until the person pays a
reingatement fee. The court isrequired to report the successful completion of adriving safety course to
the Department of Public Safety for indusioninthe person’ sdrivingrecord. C.S.H.B. 2078 aso provides
that an auto insurer is not prohibited from cancding apolicy or increasing the premium charged nor isan
insurer required to give a premium discount because a person completed a course under this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

C.S.H.B. 2078 amendsthe origind by removing causing anaccident invalvingpersona injuryor deathfrom
the lig of offensesto which this Act gpplies. The substitute dso ddetes from the origind bill the provison
that, regardless of whether a court dismisses a charge to which this Act applies, the charge would be
included inthe person’ sdriving record to be used for any purpose. The subgtitute adds Section 12.50(g),
prohibiting a driver’s license suspended under the provisions of this bill from being reinstated or another
license issued until the person pays a reinstatement fee.
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