BILL ANALYSIS

C.SH.B. 2117

By: Brown, Fred

Higher Educetion

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Under current Texaslaw, higher educati oningtitutions have unclear guidelines on how to ded with specific
individuas who may be a sgnificant threet to human life oncampus. Although in mogt indancesingitutions
take action to some extent, they do so withunclear legd support. High schools dready have the authority
to remove students who may be athreat fromthe campus. Providing ahigher education inditution with the
legd backing to remove a dangerousindividua can potentidly eiminate deadly tragedies.

CSHB 2117 expliatly grantsthe chief adminigtrative officer of an indtitution of higher educationthe power
to remove a student or employee from campus who is determined to be asubstantia and materid threet
to human life. Each indtitution must develop a procedure for remova which includes due process for any
affected individud.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’ s opinion that this hill does not expresdy grant any additiona rulemaking authority to
a date officer, department, agency, or inditution.

ANALYSIS

CSHB 2117 amends Subchapter Z, Chapter 51, Education Code by adding Section 51.9365 to
provide that the president or other chief executive officer of an inditution of higher education shdl
provide for the identification of a sudent or employee who condtitutes a substantid threat to human life
on the campus or other facility of the indtitution. The bill provides that a sudent or employeewho is
determined to be asubgtantia thtreat to another student or employee under this section may be
removed from the campus or facility.

CSHB 2117 provides that an ingtitution of higher education shall establish procedures under this section
for thefiling of complaints or reports by students and employees of persons who may condtitute a
subgtantia threet to human life; and the remova of a sudent or employee from the campus or facility.
The procedures established under this section shall ensure due process rights for dl persons under
gpplicable state and federa law, and, as appropriate, ensure adequate confidentidity of records.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect September 1, 2003

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The subgtitute conforms the origina to Texas Legidative Council style and format.
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